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Von. IV. FEBRUARY, 1825. 
a 
From the Hopkinsian Magazine, Time, in its largest extent, is short, 
SERMON. compared with the whole of duration. 
I. CortnTuians, 7. 29. at is a point, between two lines of 
. « } yy. 
But this I say, Brethren, the time is short. unlimited length. lime, compared 
. .,._ || With either the preceding or following 
In the preceding verses of this) , oo. 5 | | . ae 
“hs . || eternity, is but a moment, the twink- 
chapter, the apostle had given his || :. a ; 
Corjnthian brethren several directions | '"2,°F an eye. At the resurrection 
or ‘ °- 7. sever: eer s |] an - nee : 
= i of the dead, the time that Adam will 
respecting their temporal concerns 


have slept in the dust of the earth 
ee ey ah nO. daminnn even: wit i “ill ip : ir to him in view of eins. 
os ; \ . ‘lew of ecterni- 
Christians they should bestow undue | PI ea " 
a ie teen ol ol tv, eS a summer’s night. The sleep 
attention upo 1eS is, to A ; | ; : 
’ | r. 59 of death is short. The nations under 


iC 
ground have but just time to close 
their eyes, before they are awaked by 
the last tramp, to behold the Judge 
coming inthe clouds. [tis presumed, 


a that iv you should ask the first man, 
is that part of duration which inter | , Oi eas a ; 
'or any of his cotemporaries, at the 


venes between the beginning and the|| , — ~. . 
; oo day of judgement, how long he has 
end of the world. Though there), ° le . sage a? ta 
, s . || been dead? he will reply, “A Jittle 
was a succession of ideas in the Di-|). le? 8 ste ae Soe 
TT sched dems memclaiiiaes: aiai while. Suppose that this earth, 

sti 9 |}: > . . 
yroperl a kine, there vt sean. instead of being burned after the gen- 
erly speaking, there was me, he a" 

pener'y 5 ? eral resurrection, should stand unin- 


until the work of creation began. ‘ 
S habited; and that a bird should come 
from some distant planet, once in the 


Previously to this, all was ove uni- 
form, vast eternity. And though . 

~~ y > |i space of what we here call a century, 
and should take, at each visit, one 


there will be a succession of ideas in 
particle of earth or. water. After the 


the Divine mind, and in the minds of 

intelligent creatures, after the end of 
telligent creatures, : whole globe, ocean and land, should 
be removed, at this slow rate; if one 


the world; yet, properly speaking, 
here will be no ti te mt here n . 
—- a oe d a - a of the inhabitants of heaven or hel} 
. ‘ Ore © )? . 

ee ee eens should cast back a glance of thought 
upon time, how would it appear to 


be one uniform, vast eternity. ‘Time, 
him, in its greatest latitude? Would 


Which is measured by the revolutions 
of the heave bodies, and begins || . , 

the heavenly adie 5 it not appear as a point; as the small- 
est star that twinkles on the curtain 


and ends with their motions, has been | 
of night? And yet he would look 


compared to a narrow isthmus, be- 
tween two vast oceans. . . 
na "ie A + extensive sense, as|| UP ctemity as but just begun, as no 
> OSs > 2 P IC a e ~ 7 
eae he Tn oe: anil site of the || Bearer a close, than when the last sen- 
romprehe a the whole age ai : ; 
ere ‘in tence dropped from the lips of the 
Judge of quick and dead. © Compar- 


world, time is short. 
dt is short whether we compare it . . ons 
t is short whether Y ed to eternity, time, in its whole ex- 
cent, is shert. 


De 


== snnensennstnntasssnentinnmeamnnannafinasontneamennen-namenummencameaememmanne 





With the whole of duration, or with 
the work which God has to do in it, 
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St * Sermon. 

Time, in its greatest length, is also || in Christ Jesus, is to be carried into MJ wh 
short, compared with the work which complete execution, before the end of @ see 
God has to do init. In time, God | the world. In time, God had to pre. & ser 
has to perform all his works of cre- || pare the way for the incarnation of 
ation, providence, and redemption. || Christ, by the apostacy of man, and § sho 
The work of creation began with the | by the types and predictions of the fi Me 
commencement of time. In the be- Mosaic economy—to bring him into I we 
ginning, God created the heavens | the world, at the appointed period— B® hur 
and the earth. In the first six days || and to effect by his hand, as He had fi pei 
of time, God produced from nothing, | determined in his counsel, all the li tim 
that matter, of which the world and || events of his life and death, of histo 
all its productions are composed. He || resurrection and ascension. —Thef she 
enacted the /aws by which the mate- || promulgation of the gospel, with all | 


rial world should be governed, and 
according to which, all its diversified 
inhabitants should come into being, 
and live, and move. These laws 
He is constantly carrying into execu- 
tion, by his providence, which is his 
unremitting and powerful agency, 
forming, upholding, moving, and gov- 
erning all the elements that compose 
the world, and all the creatures that 
inhabit it. All these works of crea- 
tion and providence must be perform- 
ed in time. All that God designs 
ever to create, He means to create in 
time. All the creatures, whether | 
merely sensitive and animal, or | 


EE 














‘its fruits and effects, in relation to 
| both Jews and Gentiles, is the work 
of time. All that is yet to be done, 

in fulfilment of prophecy, respecting 

the purity and glory of Zion, the ex. 

tinction of her enemies, the spread 

of the gospel, the restoration of the 

Jews, and the conversion of the Gen- 

tiles, must be accomplished before the 

end of time. The whole work of 

redemption must be finished, and all 

| the millions of men be raised up and 
fitted for their eternal destiny, before 

the final conflagration, and the end oi 

How much God had to 
How 


all things. 


do: in time! much he has 
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tional and immortal, which He de- || wrought already! All history, sacred 
signs to bring into existence, must re- || and profane, records but a fractionf pat 
ceive their life and breath from the || of what God has dune in this world. gis : 
Divine hand, during the continuance || How much He designs yet to do, bei any 
of the present world. This earth is || fore the final consummation! Thefi age 
the only residence of the irrational || whole extent of time is short, when live 
animals: their use is limited to the || viewed in relation to the work which dei 
scenes of time and sense: when they || God had to perform in it; and which dre 
die, they perish. All the rational || is to lay a foundation for the fullest yee 
creatures whom God designs to bring || exercise and brightest display of allf ala 
into existence for his glory, must be | his glorious perfections, and the acqui- fj 3s 
called into life befure the end of time: || sition of the greatest possible sum off hut 
as they must all be present at the day || created good, through the ceaseless arr 
of judgment, which will take place || ages of eternity. Time, in its widest |. ¢ 
immediately after the end of the world. || extent, is short, compared with theif hal 
‘In time, God has to form the charac- || great, manifold, and marvellous works tw« 
ters of all his intelligent, accountable || which God has to do in it. she 
creatures, and fit them for the revela- | But, it appears from the connexion, get 
tion of his righteous judgment, at the || that the apostle, in our text, uses the Jar 
great and !ast day. | word time in a more limited sense. €ve 
The work of redemption is the || He means by it, that period allotted 2 _ 
end of all the works of creation and || to men, in this state of probation. aw 
providence, and is carried on, and || The term of human life is the time 
must be completed in time. The || which the apostle emphatically prof 4p 
eternal purpose, which God purposed |! neunces short. And if time, in its °or 








Sermon. 


to HB whole extent, is so short as we have 
of HM seen; then short, indeed, must be the 
re- MB term of human life. 

of Human life was comparatively 
nd MM short, in the early ages of the world. 
he Zi Methuselah, the oldest man of whom 
to MB we have any account, lived but nine 
— fe hundred and sixty-nine years. This 
ad period compared with the whole of 
he MM time, supposing the age of the world 
hisM™to °2 seven thousand years, was a 
‘he MM short time. 

alt In order to judge rightly of time, 
tol it must be viewed, not from its begin- 
ki ning, but from its end. When Pha- 


nem raoh asked Jacob, “How old art 


ingg@m™ thour” Jacob replied, “The days of 
ex-Mm the years of my pilgrimage, are an 
adie hundred and thirty years: few and 
thei evil have the days of the years of my life 


been.” Had the same question been 
put to Methuselah on his death-bed, 
it is presumed he would have returned 
a similar answer. But, could either 
Jacob or Methuselah now be asked, 
how long human life was in the pa- 
triarchal age; they would hardly be 
able to find terms diminutive enough 
to express their sense of its shortness. 


patriarchal age, what is it now? It 
is seldom, in these last times, that 
any one arrives to a tenth part of the 
age, ta which some of the patriarchs 
lived. It is looked upon as a won- 
der, if a man now attains to a hun- 
dred years. “Our age to seventy 





lest years is set.” Few surpass it; but, 
all alas, how many fall short of it! It 
jul fis presumed, ninety-nine, out of a 
2 off hundred. A small proportion only, 
less arrive at what we call middle age: 
desi i. e. from thirty to ferty. More than 
the half that are born, die under ten or 
rks twelve. Surely, then, the time is 
short. Pertinent and without exag- 
ion, geration, are the words of the apostle 
the! James: “What is your life? It is 
nse even a vapour, that appeareth for 
ttedm a little time, and then vanisheth 
jon. away.”’ 
ime Finally, the term of human life 
pro-™ appears short indeed, when viewed in 
. its connexion with the work which men 


But, if human life was short in the | 
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have to do in it. In time, we have 
to prepare for eternity. This life is 
our season of trial, and our only day 
of grace. All that mankind can 
ever do, to prepare themselves for 
their everlasting abode, must be done, 
| before the end of the world and the 
day of judgment. They are to be 
| Judged at the last day, according to 
| the deeds done here in the body; and, 
| according to the sentence then pass- 
ed, will be their unalterable and eter- 
nal state. And how great the work 
to prepare for eternity! If a man 
| were about to remove into a far dis- 
tant country, to spend the remainder 
of his days upon earth, he would 
_ think it a great piece of work to pre- 
pare for so long a journey and so 
long a residence. Days, and weeks, 
' and months, would seem a short time 
‘for this work. But, men are all 
about to remove to the unseen world, 
| to spend there the remainder of their 
| never-ending existence. And to pre- 
| pare for the returnless journey, and 
| their everlasting abode, they have, at 
_most, a few, fleeting years. Verily, 
o— TIME IS SHORT. 
REFLECTIONS. 
|| 1. Is time short at the longest? 
| We may hence see a reason, why the 
great Governor of the world moves 
‘on the wheels of providence with 
isuch rapidity. He has been inces- 
| santly employed, ever since the com- 
| 
| 











mencement of time, both in the nat- 
-ural and moral world, working all 
things after the counsels of his own 
will, and carrying into effect his great 
scheme of redemption, which compre- 
hends all his works and designs. 
With what despatch hath He wrought 
his great and marvellous works, in 
ages past! But, in this latter part of 
the sixth millenary of the world, when 
| time is swiftly running down to eter- 
nity, and the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh, how rapidly is the suc- 
cession of events! The Lord seems 
to make haste in accomplishing his 
purposes, and fulfilling his predictions. 
The Man of Sin, who had reached 
the height of his arrogancy and pow- 








———— 
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er, has been abased and made weak | 
‘Babylon is fallen, 


like another man. 
and become the habitation of devils.’ 
The throne of the False Prophet tot- 
ters onits base. And while the blind- 


ed Jews, with sickly impatience, are. 


expétting their Messiah; the Angel | 
of the Apocalypse is flying through | 
the midst of heaven, having the ev- | 


erlasting gospel to preach to all the | 


nations of the earth. The work of 
God must be done; and the time is 
short. “For he will finish the work 


and cut it short in righteousness; be- ,, 
cause a short work will the Lord make | 


upon the earth.” 

Is time, in its greatest extent, so 
short as we hive seen? We may 
hence perceive the cause of the despe- 

rate efforts which Satan is making, to 
injure the kingdom of Christ, and 
ruin the souls of men. He realizes 
the sarcastic exhortation of our Lord | 
to the hurried traitor, ‘What thou do-_ 
est, do quickly.? He sees that the. 
termination of his career is at hand. 
Hence, he rallies all his legions, and 
comes, with “dreadful roar,” to de- 
vour. Never did he work with great- 


er industry and art inthe children of 





disobedience. Never did 
effectually blind the minds of them 

that believe not; lest the light of the 
— gospel should shine unto: 
them. Never were works of dark- 
ness more prevalent. Never was di-| 
abolical influence more apparent. | 
What strides have heresy and infidel- 
ity made, within a few years! What 
combinations have been formed against , 


the pure doctrines and precepts of 
What multitudes, even in | 


Christ! 
Christian lands, are led captives in | 
the chains of their lusts, by the Ad-| 
versairy, at his will! 
habitants of the earth and of the sea! 
for the Devil is come down unto you, 
having great wrath, because he know- || 
eth that he hath but a short time.” 
Is the time of human life very | 
Then it is very precious. | 
which must be | 


sho. t- 
There is much to do, 


dove in time, or be left undone forever. 
{f we ever become reconciled to the | 





' Lord Jesus Christ; 


| come interested in the promises of the 


| ployed. 
‘eth to do, do it with thy might—Re- 





“Wo to the in- | 


Sermon. 


| bsivire character, law, and govern. 


ment, if we ever exercise repentance 
towards God and faith towards our 
if we ever be. 


| gospels behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion. This life is the only season of 
‘probation which we shall ever have, 
As we sow now, so we shall reap 
forever. Every one of our present 


‘actions will affect our future and eter- 


nal state. In time, short as it is, we 
must do all we ever can do, for our 
own souls, or the souls of others, or 
for the advancement of Christ’s king. 
dom in the world. How precious, 
then, is time. How unwise are those 
. who waste it in idleness, or misspend 


"it in vain amusements, trifling pursuits, 


or criminal practices. How will they 
rue their folly, when time shall be lost 
in eternity! Every day and hour 
should be actively ‘and usefully em- 
‘Whatsoever thy hand find- 


‘deeming the time—Be not slothful in 
‘business, but fervent in spirit, serving 


| the Lord.’ 


4. Is the time of human life so 
short? We may hence see the folly 
| of laying up treasures upon earth. _ Is 
‘it worth while to make great exertions 

to accumulate treasures, which, at the 
| most, can be possessed but a few 
days? And yet, how many are care- 
ful and troubled about many things, 
to the total neglect of the one thing 
| needful! Hlow many are saying, 
each one to his soul, like Dives in the 
| parable, “Soul, thou hast much goods 
laid up for many years; take thine 
| ease, eat, drink, and be merry.” Ah! 
| and ‘how many, like that rich fool, 
will lose their souls? It is the part of 
} wisdom, to lay up treasure In heaven; 
| to seek durable riches and righteous- 
ness; an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 
As much as time is shorter than eter- 
nity, so much less should we set our 
affections on earthly, than on heaven- 
Ie things. Hence, saith the apostle, 


| 





“The time is short; it remaineth, that 
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The Pilgrim’s Progress in the Nineteenth Century. 


both they that have wives, be as 
though they had none; and they that 
weep, as though they wept not; and 
they that rejoice, as though they re- 
joiced not; and they that buy, as 
though they possessed not; and they 
that use this world, as not abusing it; 
for the fashion of this world passeth 
away.” 


5. Is the time of human life ex- 


tremely short? Then how important 
isthe term of a year. It is no incon- 
siderable part of the longest life. It 
is a large part of the active and use- 
ful season of each one’s earthly exis- 
tence. 
our lives, a year is an important peri- 
od; how, important, then, compared 
with what remains of our probation- 
ary time. Would it not be wise in 
us, seriously to inquire, what we have 
done with the year which is just gone, 
never toreturn? How have we spent 
so great a portion of our appointed 
time? You think it prudent to reckon 
with your neighbors once a year: 
would it not be equally so, to reckon 
with yourselves? Is it not desirable 
to know how the account stands be- 
tween your souls and your Maker? 
What have you done to advance your 
eternal interest, the year past? Are 
you better prepared for death, judg- 
ment, and eternity, than you were a 
year ago? What have you done, 
these twelve months, for the spiritual 
welfare of your families and friends, 
and for the spread of the gospel and 
the advancement of Christ’s cause? 
Is it not to be apprehended, that there 


is some one here present, who, if his | 


Lord should come this day and reck- 
on with him, would hear the cutting 
reproof, “Thou wicked and _slothful 
servant?” 

While we render thanks to the 
Preserver of men, for the continuance 
of our torfeited lives, let us resolve, by 
Divine grace, to redeem the time; and, 
should another year be granted us, to 
spend it as we have reason to think 
we shall wish we had done, when 
time with us shall be no more. 

6. Is the time short? Then let 


Compared with the whole of 
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saints bear, with patience, the trials 
and toils of life. The afflictions ot 
the righteous may be many and griev- 
ous; but they are short. The night 
is far spent, and the day is at hand. 
Saints will soon be where tears are 
wiped from all faces. Their suffer- 
ings, which are but for a moment, are 
succeeded by an eternal weight of 
glory. Followers of Christ, in pa- 
| tience possess ye your souls, Be not 
| weary in well doing; for in due sea- 
son ye shall reap, if ye faint not. Be 
sober, and watch unto prayer; for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 
Lastly. Since the time is short; let 
not sinners harden their hearts. How 
| much of your precious time is already 
| gone, and yoyr work for eternity not 
| begun! In your present course of 
| negligence and disobedience, how can 
you expect to escape the righteous 
judgment of God? O! be exhorted 
to awake to righteousness. ‘Time is 
| not only short, but awfully uncertain. 
You know not what a day may bring 
forth. If you do not immediately at- 
tend to the things that belong to your 
peace, it may be forever too late. No 
| longer, then, despise the patience and 
forbearance of God; but let his good- 
ness lead you to repentance. Let the 
| time past of your lives suffice you to 
|| have transgressed the laws and pro- 
| voked the wrath of God; and be en- 
treated to begin the new year with 
‘newness of life, that it may be a hap- 
py prelude to a happy eternity. 
sto 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 














THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- 
TEENTH CENTURY—BY BUNYANUS. 


CHAPTER II. 


Then I turned my attention another 
way, and observed two young men 
walking aside by themselves, whose 
countenances showed that the discourse 
of Evangelist had made a deep im- 
| pression upon their minds. The name 
of the one was Sensitive, and that of 
the other, Sincere. Both appeared 
| to be filled with deep distress, and the 
|| tears flowed copiously from the eyes 
‘ of Sensitive, 


ee 
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Oh, said Sensitive, what shall I do? | 


Tae wrath of the king is revealed a-|| youto be a modest, sober youth, and 


gainst us. How stupid have I been, || 
that I did not think of it before. 

And I, said Sincere, begin to think, | 
that we do, indeed, hang over a dread- | 
ful pit, which will, sooner or later, |) | 
swallow up our city, and all that inha- | 
bit it. 

Oh, said Sensitive, I will never more | 
be so stupid. I will. go to our minister | 
and inquire what I shall do to escape 
the wrath te come. 

And I, said Sincere, will go home 
and settle my affairs, and prepare to 
leave the city. 

Then I observed that there were a 
number of churches in ihe city of Des- | 
truction, whose pulpits were supplied | 
by ministers, who were had in ae 
high esteem, and who were very popu- 
lar in the city ; such as Doctor Smooth- 
man, Doctor Soothing, Mr. Slight-heal, 
Mr. Save-all, and several others. Sen- 
sitive belonged to the parish of Doctor | 
Smoothman, with whom he was well | 
acquainted, and going directly to his | 
house, desired to speak with him. « So |; } 
the Doctor took him into his study, and | 
after bidding him to be seated, inquired | 
what he wanted. At which Sensitive | 
burst into tears, and was so overcome 
that he could not speak. Then said, 
Doctor Smoothman, compose yourself, || 
young man, and tell me w hat is the | 
matter. | 

Sensitive. Oh, sir, I fear | am un- 
done forever. 

Dr. Smoothman. Undone forever! 
Why, what has happened to you ? 

Sen. Lam a sinner, sir, and I fear I 
shall fallintothe burning pit. I fear 
shat the king is very angry with me. 

Dr. Sm. Uf that is all, you may qui- 
et your fears. We are all sinners ; | 
but the king is very merciful. | 

Sen. But I have heard, sir, that the |) 
king is angry with the wicked every 
day. 

Dr. Sm.. That is, with those who 
are very wicked, as swearers, thieves, 
drunkards, adulterers, and the like.— 
But you are not guilty of any of these 
sins. [have been acquainted with you 
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from a child, and have always known 
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never addicted to any disreputable I or 
| practices. gli 
Sen. But T have heard that the law J ad 
of the king requires us to love him with J m 
all our hearts, and our neighbors as J Ai 
ourselves; and this without any inter J re! 
ruption, upon pain of his eternal dis. i qu 
pleasure 3 which fear [have not done, 
Dr. Sm. That was the law given to & sir 
man before the fall. The king then & vic 
required perfect obedience, upon pain ly 
of his eternal displeasure. But since & as 
we have become fallen, imperfect crea- J cit. 
tures, he has placed us under a milder & lie 
law, better suited to our circumstances, —& ten 
If welead a sober, regular life, go con. & reg 
| stantly to church, are honest in our J chi 
dealings, kind to the poor, and do not | 
fall into any violent, out-breaking sins, lea 
we have no reason to fear but that he J to | 
will accept us. It is true that we may J anc 
be guilty of some little sins, some ven- & ent 
ial faults, (as who is there, that is with- J the 
| out some?) but the king knows that 
| these are infirmities which are incident fl bec 
to our fallen nature 3 and as our good I hac 
deeds so far overbalance these, the king Ev 
will certainly bestow upon us a rich § tha 
reward. wa: 
Sen. You give me great comfort, § his 
sir. I thank you for your wholesome gre 
instruction, and shall endeavor to pro- Mj 1h: 
fit by it. But I feel that my fears have § to | 
very much disturbed my mind ; what @ siti: 
shall I do to regain that composure ff wh: 
which T have lost ? hol 
Dr. Sm. 1 perceive that you are § wal 
somew hat ciscomposed ; and I would § tho 
advise you to banish all such thoughts § scie 
as occasioned your late distress, and § wit! 
avoid every thing which is likely to ( 
sugeestthem. Endeavor to divert your § ceri 
mind. For if you dwell on these™ § 
gloomy subjects, you will be in danger no 
of falling into a settled melancholy, ff soo 
and perhaps derangement of mind, @if | 
which would be a dreadful calamitf. ruil 
Resort to some harmless amusement.§  ( 
Frequent the company of your young § thir 
friends. Take an innocent hand at@ for 
cards, or engage in the sprightly dance,§ 
or goto the theatre. And when you§slig 
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cannot avail yourself of these, read || been unwilling to listen to your voice 
gome diverting book, such as a novel Con. You have so; and you de- 
ora play, to prevent the recurrence of || serve now to perish with the city. 
loomy thoughts. ‘Ihese means are |} Look back also on your past life. 
admirably calculated to prevent, or re- |; Consider how many acts of rebellion 
move such distress of mind as yours. || against the king you have committed ; 
And if these things will not afford you || and that, too, when I have remon- 
relief, and restore your former tran- || strated against your conduct, in the 
quillity, I know not what will. | most decided terms. Consider how 
Sen. I feel greatly obliged to you, || many times you have promised to 
sir, for your kind instruction and ad- || amend your life, and have broken your 
vice. I have always been particular- || promises; how often you have resol- 
ly fond of these innocent amusements, || ved to go on pilgrimage, and have 
as most of the young people in our ‘acted contrary to those resolutions. 
city are. I feel my mind greatly re- || Sin. All that you say is true. I 
lieved already ; and hope that by at- || am, indeed, in great danger. What 
tending to your directions, I shall soon I fear the king will 


| shall I do? 
regain my wonted tranquillity and ||not accept me now, although I 
cheerfulness. 


| should leave the city, and go on pil- 

Then I sawthat Sensitive took his || grimage. If I remain here, I shall 

leave with a cheertul air, and returned || perish; If I leave the city, I shall per- 
to his house, well satisfied with himself, 


pone Ah me! who can endure the 
and with his minister, and no longer || wrath of the king? Oh that I had 
entertained any thoughts of leaving || never been born. 


Con. Remember, also, how foolish- 
ly you have spent your time ; how ma- 
ny precious moments you have wasted 
in vain and criminal amusements ; 

| how often you have drunk deep of the 
| streams of sensual pleasure, not only 
contrary to my advice, but on purpose 
to get rid of ny unwelcome company. 

Sin. Oh the precious moments that. 
Ihave murdered! The recollection 
of each plants a dagger in my bosom. 
What a fool have | been, to trifle, as 
| T have done, upon the brink of eternal 
'burnings! I cannot bear to hold my 










After this, I turned to see what was 
become of the other young man who 
had been alarmed at the preaching of 
Evangelist. And I soon perceived 
that he had reached his house, and 
was retired to his room, to reflect upon 
his present circumstances, and the 
great danger to which he was exposed. 
Thad observed that he did not appear 
to be so much moved, at first, as Sen- 
sitive had been; but I now saw that 
what he had heard had taken a strong 
hold of his mind, and that he was 





walking his room, absorbed in deep 
thought. Upon this, one named Con- 
science came in, and addressed him 
with a stern air. 

Con. All that Evangelist said con- 
cerning you !s true. 

Sincere. I know it is, and I have 
no longer any doubt that our city will, 
sooner or later, be “estroyed , and that 
it [remain in it, 1 shall perish in its 
ruins. 

Con. I have often told you the same 
things ; and have often reproved you 
lor your stupid and careless life. 

Sin. You have, indeed ; but I have 
‘lighted your admonitions, and have 


finger in the candle for one minute ; 
how then can I bear the torments of 
the pit, through the countless ages of 
eternity! Oh! that word—Eter- 
nity! How it rings in my ears! 
Could I hope that the torments of the 
pit would ever have an end, the antici- 
pation of them would be less intolera- 
ble! But who can dwell with the de- 
vouring fire? Who can inhabit ever- 
lasting burnings ? 

Then I saw that Sincere was in 


| great agony of mind; and although 
ihe threw himself upon his bed, he 


found no rest, but.spent the night in 
meditating terror, and looking fre- 
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quently for the pit to open beneath , folly and wickedness, exposed mysel/ 
him; and swallow himup. And if he | to the wrath of the King; and I think 
fell into a momentary slumber, he ‘I do sincerely desire to have that re. 
would presently start, and scream as | pentance w hich is necessary to my 
if the fiends of the pit were already || being delivered from the punishment 
seizing him for their prey. In the || to which I am exposed. 

morning he rose, and attempted to at- | Dr. S. “He that desires to repent, 
tend to some business; but his mind | does it already in some measure,” 
was so disturbed with the thoughts of his || And it must needs be very pleasing to 
present situation, that he found it im- the King to see you thus disiressed, and 
possible. In the afternoon, he resol- || grieving that you have offended him, 
ved to go tohis minister, Doctor Sooth- Sin. Your words are full of conse. 
ing, (for he belonged to his parish) and lation, sir. And I think myself happy 
obtain his instructions, and directions || in having the privilege of your instruc. 
tions. But I understand, sir, that | 
must leave the city, and go on pilgrim. 
age, if I would secure the f favor of the 


King. 


about setting out.on pilgrimage, as 
he was determined to set out without 
any more delay. Accordingly he went 
to the house of Dr. Soothing, who re- 
ceived him with great kindness, and 
inquired in the tenderest manner what 
was the cause of his distress. 


Dr. S. You must ultimately leave 
Sincere. It is the fear, sir, of | 
| 


the city, and go on pilgrimage; but you 
cannot go yet. You must wait the 
King’s time. No one can enter the 
gate which is at the head of the way, 
by any act of his own The King 
must send a messenger to carry you 
through the gate. You must wait 
therefore, the good pleasure of the 
King. All that you can do is, to re. 
form your life, to use the means of ob- 
Doct. Soothing. There is every |) taining the King’ s favor, and to remain 
ground of hope that can be wished. || in the city until he shall see fit to send 
if the king has given youa desire to || his messenger to carry you through the 
escape, it is an evidence that he in- || gate. But if you faithfully persevere 
tends to gratify that desire. It gives || in the use of means, and in this way do 
me sincere pleasure to see you thus | what you can, antecedently to passing 
anxious for your safety, because I con- || the gate, there is no fear but that the 
sider it an indication that the king has || King will accomplish all the rest. 


wrath of the king, that makes me 
tremble, I see myself exposed to fall 
into the burning pit; while [ remain in 
this city. And I fear it is too late for 
me to escape. Do, sir, tell me if there 
is any hope that I may yet escape from 
the wrath to come. 


designs of mercy towards you. It is Sin. What are the means which | 
the king himself that has given you |} must use to obtain the King’s favor? 
this view of your danger, and excited Dr. S. You must pray to him, go 


these desires to escape it; and where || constantly to church, read good books, 
the king has begun a good work in any, || and lead a strictly moral life. 


he will carry it on. Sin. Is it certain, that if I use these 
Sin. But I have heard that it is ne- |! means, [ shall obtain his favor? 
cessary for me to repent of my sins, || Dr. S. Yes. For he has said, Ask, 


to enter in at the wicket gate, and go on || and ye shall receive; seek and ye shat! 
pilgrimage; and I fear [have not that | find, knock, and :t shall be opened 
repentance which is unto life. unto you.” 

Doct. 8S. Do you not desire to re- || Then lobserved that Sincere appear 
pent? And are you not greatly dis- || ed to be greatly relieved from his dis- 
tressed to think of the folly and wick- tress; and though his countenance stil! 
edness of your past life? | had the appearance of decp thought- 

Sin. I am, indeed, greatly distress- |; fulness, it was evident that the conve 
ed. to think that ! have, by my own |! sation of Dr. Soothing had kindled 4 
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home, resolved to pursue the course || could love him; but while he con- 


pointed out to him by his minister, 
and to be very diligent in it, that he 
might not fail of success. 

Upon this, I turned my attention 
again towards the gate, and saw [.van- 
gelist engaged in conversation with a 
man, whose countenance indicated a 
sedate, but deeply anxious mind. So 
I drew near, and listened to their dis- 
course. Then said Evangelist to the 
man, whose name was Thoughtful, 

Ev. What is the cause of your dis- 
tress? 

Th. I see that I am, indeed, a sin- 
ner, and that I am exposed to the 
wrath of the King. 

Ev. You are, no doubt, a greater 
sinner than you are sensible of, and 
are justly condemned; but this is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that the Prince Immanuel 
came into the world to save sinners. 
Only comply with the prescribed con- 
ditions, and you may be delivered. 

Th. What are the conditions which 
I must perform? | 

Ev. You must cordially justify the | 
King, and condemn. yourself. You 
inust remember your own evil ways, 
and your doings that have not been || 
good, and loathe yourself in your own 
sight, for your iniquities and for your 
abominations. You must approve of 
the method which the King has _pro- 
vided of bestowing pardon upon his 
rebellious subjects, through the aton- 
ing blood of the Prince Immanuel. 
In short, you must enter the gate, and 
walk in the narrow way that leads to 
life. 

Th. I am convinced that the King 
isright, and that his sentence of con- 
demnation upon me is just; for I have 
done nothing but rebel against him all 
the days of my life. But I find that 
itis one thing to be convinced of this 
in my conscience, and another thing 
to approve of it in my heart. I find 
my heart wholly opposed to the 
King, and to his law and government; 
and chiefly because he condemns me. 
If t could onty be assured that he in- 
tends to show favor to me, I think I 
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demns me, I cannot. 

Ev. That is, you could love a sin- 
pardoning King, but not a sin-punish- 
ing King. And yet, the King will 
pardon some, and punish others. And 
he does perfectly right in both; and 
you ought to love him for doing right. 

Th. I know I ought; but I do not; 
And this is my misery. For if I 
could only persuade myself that the 
King is unjust, it would be some sup- 
port to me. I think I could bear up 
under the infliction of an unjust sen- 
tence; but, to be condemned by a just 
sentence, and to have no excuse, nor 
palliation of my conduct; to have no 
room to complain of the King; to 
have my own conscience condemn 
me; that is what I cannot bear. Un- 
der this, I feel my spirits wholly sink. 
Oh! what shall I do? 

Ev. Submit yourself to the King. 
He has determined to pardon some, 
for the glory of his grace; and he has 
determined to punish others according 
to their deserts, for the glory of his 
justice. You know not which he has 
determined respecting you. But you 
know that his glory is of more im- 
portance than your personal interests. 
Give up yourself into his hands, to be 
disposed of as he shall see best. Why 
should you wish the King to sacrifice 
his glory to secure your personal in- 
terests? His glory is of more im- 
portance than the interest of any 
creature; and he does right in mak- 
ing it his supreme object; and in dis- 
posing of every creature in that way 
which will best promote it. 

Th. 1 know he does right in pre- 
ferring his glory to my happiness. I 
know I deserve to perish forever. I 
know that I am altogether unreasona- 
ble and wicked in preferring my hap- 
piness to the glory of the King. Oh! 
what a vile creature I am! How 
glorious and excellent is the King, 
even in the execution of his threaten- 
ings! I deserve to be cast off: and if 
he does cast me off, he will be glorious 
in it, and [I think I can praise him for 
it. How glorious is his mercy! how 
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glorious is his justice! I will praise | 
him for both. I will submit. E will 
put myself into his hands. “And if} 
he thus say, I have no delight in thee; | 
behold here am [, let him do to me) 
as seemeth good unto him.” 

So saying, £ beheld him enter the 
Wicket Gate, with a composed coun- | 
tenance; and Goodwill said unto him, | 
“Whosoever will save his life shali 
lose it; but whosoever will lose his 
life for my sake, the same shall save 
it.” And, observing in his hand a 
book which Evangelist had given him, 
he said, “Search the scriptures; for | 
in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which testify of 
me.” “All scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, that | 
the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good | 
works.” Then, having bid him to 
call at the house of the Interpreter, 
where he should be more fully in- 
structed in the King’s statutes, he 
dismissed him to go on his way, say- | 
ing, “Take heed that no man deceive | 
you.” 

So he went on his way, still keep- | 
ing his book in his hand, and some- | 
times reading therein, and sometimes | 
talking to himself, of the glorious | 
character of the King, and of the 
might of his terrible acts. And pres- 
ently I heard him sing: 





“The Lord is God; ’tis he alone 

Doth life, and breath, and being give; 
We are his works, and not our own; 
The sheep that on his pastures live. 


His truth and justice I’ll proclaim; 
His bounty flows an endless stream; 
His mercy swift, his anger slow, 
But dreadful to the stubborn foe. 


His works with sovereign glory shine, 
And speak his majesty divine; 

Let every realm with joy proclaim 
The sound and honor of his name.” 
ERRATA. In chap. I, 


a 
for tumbied, read srenieed, 
fine 35, for littic, read tittle, 


ge 28, first col. line 14, 
Page 29, seeond col. 













Utility of certain Truths. 


For the Utica Christian Repository. 
UTILITY OF CERTAIN TRUTHS- 
(Concluded from p. 16.) 


REMARKS. 

1. If the exhibition of the divine 
agency, the divine sovereignty, and 
the divine requirements, in their ex- 
tent, connexion, and consequences, is 
of such practical use, then these 
truths ought to be fully explained, 
and frequently enforced upon the 
heart and conscience of both saints 
and sinners. Saints will not be much 
edified, nor sinners awakened and 
convicted, by such partial exhibitions 
of the divine providence and sove- 
reignty, as keep out of view the wlti- 
mate design ot God in all his works. 
A Universalist, or even a Deist, 
might consistently describe the di- 
vine providence, as being concerned 
in the creation and government of 
the heavenly bodies, as causing sum- 
mer and winter, cold and heat, day 
and night, and all the wonderful and 
agreeable variety in the seasons. 
Nay, they might, and often do, go 
further, and represent the divine prov- 
idence as causing the grass and grain 
to grow for the nourishment of man, 
as giving fragrance and beauty to ve- 
getables, and strength and sagacity to 
the animal creation. (sod may be 
represented as a sovereign in deter- 
mining the number and magnitude of 
the heavenly bodies, and the number 
and capacities of men, in perfect 
accordance with the selfish feelings of 
sinners. If God’s eternal and all- 
comprehensive design to promote the 
glory of his name, and the general 
good of his extensive kingdom, in 
his government of the natural world, 
is concealed, or if his agency and 
sovereignty in forming the moral 
character of his creatures, are kept 
out of view, how can saints be in- 
structed, comforted, and edified, and 
sinners awakened and _ convicted? 
Such a representation of these truths, 
is extremely unprofitable, in compari 
son with the scriptural view of them. 
Nor is a partial view of the divine 
requirements more profitable, in com- 
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arison with the requirement of un- 
limited self-denial, which Christ made 
Such a 
representation of these truths, compa- 
ratively speaking, is derogatory to the 
divine character, and the divine glo- 


indispensable to salvation. 


ry. It never inspires confidence in 
God, never promotes real humility 
among christians, never makes them 
feel their dependence on God, and 
never occasions the conviction and 
conversion of sinners. It will never 
make manifest the fundamental dif- 
ference between saints and sinners, 
and thus make the wisdom and jus- 
tice of the divine threatnings, and the 
divine conduct appear to the con- 
science of every intelligent creature. 
It is rather calculated to lull the con- 
sciences of sinners to sleep, and quiet 
their awakened feelings. It is adapt- 
ed-to make people think that one 
kind of religion is as good as another, 
or rather to make them believe that 
there is nothing important in religion. 
But let these truths be exhibited .in 
their full extent, connexion, and con- 
sequences, and how different will be 
the effect! No person will need be 
in doubt whether he is a lover or hat- 
er of God. Saints will be humbled, 
edified, and comforted, and be pre- 
pared for the presence of their Lord. 
Every object and every event will 
appear important to them, as they || 
will all be connected with interesting 
and weighty consequences. Sinners 
will see that God has appointed his 
mercies as well as his judgments, to 
be the means of saving or destroying 
their souls. Hence, every thing with 
which they are surrounded, will ap- 
pear solemn to them. Their hearts 
may, indeed, rise in enmity against 
God, but they will be unable to sleep 
in stupidity. “Grace” will appear 
to them “as disagreeable as justice; 
heaven as disagreeable as hell; time 
as disagreeable as eternity; prosperity 
as disagreeable as adversity; and the 
promises of the gospel as disagreeable 
as its most awful threatenings. For 


they will see that all these things 
stand equally prepared to destroy 






| gion. 
| importance, what is the most expedi- 
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every one of those whom God designs 
should be finally destroyed.” 

If these truths are adapted to 
make saints feel their dependence and 
their guilt, and to awaken and con- 
vict sinners, then they ought to be exhi- 
bited in revivals of religion. It is ad- 
| mitted that the utility of this has of- 

ten been called in question of late; 
but why should they not ‘be exhibited 
at such a time? It is sometimes said, 
that the full exhibition of these truths 
is generally the occasion of conten- 
tion and opposition, and, therefore, 
they ought not to be preached at such 
a time. Contention, it is acknow- 
ledged, is an evil in itself. Itis very 
desirable, in time of revival, to have 
a perfect union in feeling: and action, 
especially among professors of reli- 
And it is a question of some 


ent course of management, to effect 
this desirable object? In most Cal- 


| vinistic churches there are some mem- 
‘bers who wish to have a full and 


clear exhibition of these truths in time 
of revival, and others who do not. 
Some wish to have a partial and im- 
perfect exhibition of them, and others 
wish to have them entirely suppress- 
ed. If, therefore, we wish to adopt 
the best means to promote union 
among christians, it is not certain 
that the suppression or partial exhibi- 


| tion of these truths will generally ef- 


fect this object. ‘The probability is, 
that those churches which have been 
favored with the most full and dis- 
criminating exhibition of these truths, 
have generally been the most united 
among themselves. 

But however different the public 
opinion may be on this question, there 
is another of paramount importance, 
which ought to be considered first. 
What are the best means of securing 
the divine favor, and of promoting the 
holiness and eternal happiness of 
mankind? Convicted sinners are not 
so anxious to know what is most ex- 
pedient as to know what they must 
do to be saved; and faithfulness to 
them requires that an explicit answer 


ad 
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should be given to that serious and || pears to be preparing the way for 


important inquiry. The scriptural 
answer is, repent and believe the gos- 
pel, submit yourselves to God, and be 
holy. But the faith of the gospel is 
a cordial belief of those truths which 
relate to the character and works of 
God. It is also impossible to submit 
to the true God, without a knowledge 
of his character and designs. Con- 
victed sinners are sensible of this; 
and though a clear view of the di- 
vine providence, and sovereignty, and 
requirements, gives them indescriba- 
ble distress, they generally choose to 
bear it, rather than to have these 
truths concealed. And if sinners 
themselves are anxious to know the 
worst of their case, shall those truths, 
a view of whichis indispensable, in 
order to make them feel their dan- 
ger and guilt, be concealed from their 
sight? It these truths exalt the divine 
character, and show the wisdom and 
goodness of the divine threatenings, 
is it not important that they should be 
clearly described, that sinners may be 
induced to give God their hearts, and 
confide in him as the portion of their 
souls? Is not this necessary, in order 
to prevent false hopes and _ false pro- 
fessions? Indeed, does not honesty 
require an explicit avowal of these 
truths, which separate the Calvinistic 
from the Arminian scheme, that peo- 
ple may not be deceived in such a 
season, and offer themselves to the 
fellowship of those churches with 
whose articlés their hearts may be at 
variance? 

3. These truths ought to be plain- 
ly and fully preached, in order to has- 
ten the miilennium. The divine 
promises assure us that there will be 
a period of prosperity and rest to the 
church of Christ, which will succeed 
her long and severe trials and perse- 
cution for the truth’s sake. And 
there are several indications that this 
period is near at hand. The pray- 
ers of the righteous, which avail much, 
have of late been directed to this ob- 
ject; and the rapid increase of hy- | 
pocrisy, deceit, and wickedness, ap- | 


| truth. 


those terrible judgments which are to 
precede the happy and glorious morn- 
ing of the millennium. But there are 
some obstacles which must be remoy. 
ed, before the Lord will fight for his 
people, and deliver them from the 
cruelty and rage of their enemies, 
The combinations of fellowship and 
complacency which exist at this day, 
between those who love God, and 
those who do not, are not among the 
least obstacles which hinder the ap- 
proach of the millennium. Instead 
of manifesting complacency in sin 
ners, and joining with them in oppo- 
sition to those doctrines which are 
according to godliness, saints should, 
at all times and places, exercise that 
pure and disinterested charity, which 
rejoices not in iniquity,. but in the 
truth; and manifest a spirit which 
condemns. the spirit of the world. 
They should obey the divine com- 
mand, to come out from among them, 
and be separate, both in faith and 
practice, and touch not the unclean 
thing. And when saints generally 
obey this command, sinners will see 
and feel the essential difference be- 
tween themselves and saints, and be 
filled with remorse and anguish. 
“They will be tormented with the 
doctrines which the faithful believe, 
and the duties they perform.” And 
the manifestation of this opposition 
of character between the friends and 
enemies of God, will hasten those 
events which are connected with the 
commencement of the millennium. 
But what is so well adapted to divide 
saints from sinners, as the full and 
clear exhibition of the divine sovereign- 
ty, the divine providence, and the re- 
quirement of unlimited _ self-denial? 
These truths, when exhibited in their 
extent, connexion and consequences, 
have always been a stream of light, 
which has made manifest the hearts of 
mankind,and been the occasion of stir- 
ring up the opposition and enmity of 
those who hate the light .of divine 
They have always been the 
occasion of separating the precious 
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from the vile, and the orthodox from 


the heterodox. Indeed, it is impossi- 
ble to “take forth the precious from 
the vile,” and to “teach people the 
differ ence between the holy and pro- 
fane, and cause them to discern be- 
tween the clean and the unclean,” 
without a fullexhibition of these truths 
in their connexion and consequences. 
Finally; these truths ought to be 
exhibited with frequeney and plain- 
iess, in this day of darkness and eT 
versity of opinion on religious sub. | 
jects, to. guard the rising generation 
rom émbracing false schemes of re- 
ligion, which lead down to eternal 
leath. At no period since the first | 
settlement of this country, have the || 
young been so much exposed to the | 
temptations ef religious skeptics and 
educers, as at this day. “A spirit 
{ false geal,to spread false sentiments, 
js every where enkindled, and every 
here spreading like electrical fire,and ! 
here is no want of combustibles any 
here.” Every young person “who 
s destitute of the love of God and of 
he love of truth,” is im imminent 
anger of being seduced into the be- | 
ief of fatal error, by the plausible | 
Arguments, and captivating address, | 
pf the enemies of all righteousness. | 
\ great variety of false schemes “ 
eligion have been invented, some of | 
hich are adapted*to the taste nlf 
emperament of people of every class, || 
f every capacity, and of every rank it 
n society. Every species of sophis- 
ty, of vain philosophy, and of meta- 
physical subtlety, has been resorted 
0, in order to blind the minds of | 
outh respecting the important distinc: | 
ion between sin and holiness, and be- 
ween a saint andasinner. It is,there- 
ore, indispensably necessary, that the 
loctrines of divine sovereignty a partic- 
lar providence, and the requirement | 
{ unlimited self-denial, should be | 
learly and fully expl: ined, and fre- | 
ently enforced upon the understand- | 
ng and conscience, in order to ao } 
fulsh the true from every false on 
(religion, that the young may have | 
iN opportunity to discern the differ- | 


| destruction. 
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ence between the narrow we of truth, 
which only leads to heaven, and the 
broad road of error, which leads to 
The almost hopeless 
state of all those who have sincerely em- 
braced soul-ruining errors, should in- 
duce public teachers to neglect no op- 
portunity which may be presented, to 
make the young acquainted with the 
first principles of true religion. A 
knowledge of these is the best safe- 
guard against every false and fatal 
scheme of error, and the best adapt» 
ed to prevent the young from being 

“blown about by every wind of doc- 
pee: and prepare them to feel the 
| force of arguments in favor of reli- 
| gion. For it is impossible to make 
people see the fundamental difference 
between any schemes of religion that 
are destitute of these fundamental 
truths which are among the first prin- 
ciples of the oracles of God. 

S. C. 
070 
CONVERSION OF PRESIDENT EDWARDS. 
WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 

“J had a variety of concerns and 
exercises about my soul from my child- 
hood; but had two more remarkable 
seasons of awakening, before I met 
with that change by which I was 
brought to those new dispositions, and 
that new sense of things, that I have 
since had. ‘The first time was when 
I was a boy, some years before I went 
to college, at a time of remarkable 
awakening in my father’s congrega- 
tion. I was then very much aflected 
for many months, and concerned 
about the things of religion, and my 
soul’s salvation, and was abundant in 
duties. I used to pray five times a 
day in secret, and to spend much time 
in religious talk with other boys; and 
used to meet with them to pray togeth- 
er. I experienced 1 know not what 
kind of delight in religion. My mind 
was much engaged in it, and had 
much self-righteous pleasure; and it 
was my delight to abound in Teligious 
duties. I with some of my school- 
mates joined together, and built a 
booth in a swamp, in a very retired 
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spot, for a place of prayer. And be- 
sides, [ had particular secret places of 
my own in the woods,where I used to re” 
tire by myself; and was from time to 
time much affected. My affections 
seemed to be lively and easily moved, 
and [seemed to be in my element 
when engaged in religious duties. And 
I am ready to think, many are de- 
ceived with such affections, and such 
a kind of delight as I then had in re- 
ligion, and mistake it for grace. 

But in process of time, my convic- 
tions and affections wore off; and I 
entirely lost all those affections and 
delights and left off secret prayer, at 
least as to any constant performance 
of it; and returned like a dog to his 
vomit, and went on in the ways of sin. 
Indeed I was at times very uneasy, || 


especially towards the latter part of 


my time at college; when it pleased 
God, to seize me with the pleurisy; in 
which he brought me nigh to the | 


grave, and shook me over the pit of | 


hell. And yet, it was not long after 
my recovery, before I fell again into 
my old ways of sin. But God would 
not suffer me to go on with my quiet- 
ness; I had great and violent inward | 
struggles, till after many conflicts with || 
wicked inclinations, repeated resolu- 


tions, and bonds that [ laid myself 


under by a kind of vows to God, J 
was brought wholly to break off all |) 


former wicked ways, and all ways of |) tion against it,in the most absolute sense 


known outward sin; and to apply my- 
self to seek salvation, and practise 

many religious duties; but without | 
that kind of affection and delight which 
1 had formerly experienced. My || 
concern now wrought more by inward | 
struggles and conflicts, and_seli-re- 
flections. I made seeking my sal- || 
vation the main business of my life. 
But yet, itseems to me, I sought after 
a miserable manner; which has made 
me sometimes since to question, whether 
ever it issued in that whicn was saving; 
being ready to doubt, whether such 
miserable seeking ever succeeded. I 


was indeed brought to seek salvation }; 


in a manner that I never was before; 
i felt a spirit to part with all things in 
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| the world, for an interest in Christ T! 
My concern continued and prevailedimf thé 
with many exercising thoughts aniljod 
inward struggles; but yet it never seenJmed m 
ed to be proper to express that copdmyord 
cern by the name of terror. ing 

From my childhood up, my mingiihily: 
had been full of objections against thdliiver 
| doctrine of God’s sovereignty, in choogfmyord 
| ing whom he would to eternal life, angiiias 
| rejecting whom he pleased; leavin pense 
| them eternally to perish, and be evenime ne 
lastingly tormented in hell. It usefimiing 

'to appear like a horrible doctrine tony 

ime. But I remember the time veryimes th 

| well, when I seemed to be convincedfinyse 
land fully satisfied, as to this sovereignsimnd 
| ty of God, and his justice in thus eterfiienjo. 
nally disposing of men, according timeav 
| his sovereign pleasure. But nevergiip it 
| could give an account, how, or bys it 
| what means, I was thus convitt od, nolfmecriy 
in the least imagining at the time, normmuod 

|a long time after, that there was anyfiied i 
extraordinary influence of God’s Spirifiimwha 
in it; but only that now I saw furtherfimatiec 

)and my reason apprehended the jusgihou 
tice and reasonableness of it. Howdmpitua 
ever, my mind rested in it; and put ag F 

end to all these cavils and objections have 

And there has been a wonderful alter{iBdea 

ation in my mind, with respect to thelidem 

doctrine of God’s sovereignty,from thatfivati 
day to this; so that I scarce ever havefMof tl 
found so much as the rising of an objec-fifhea 
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|in God’s shewing mercy to whom he 
| will shew mercy, and hardening whom 
che will. God’s absolute sovereignty 
“and justice, with respect to salvation 
' and damnation, is what my mind seems 
to rest assured of, as much as any thing 
| that I see with my eyes; at least itis 
so at times. But I have often since 
that first conviction, had quite anoth- 
ler kind of sense of God’s sovereignty 
| than I had then. I have often since 
ihad not only a conviction, but a de 
lightful conviction. The doctrine has 
very often appeared exceeding plea 
ant, bright, and sweet. 
Absolute sovereignty is what I love 
But my first com 


| 
'to ascribe to God. 
| viction was not so. 
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The first instance that I remember 


contemplations. ‘This I know not 
(that sort of inward sweet delight in 


how to express otherwise, than by a 
jod and divine things that I have liv- || calm, sweet abstraction of soul from 
>¢ much in since, was on reading those |; all the concerns of this world; and 
yords, 1 ‘Tim. i. 17. Now unto the || sometimes a kind of vision, or fixed i- 
‘ing eternal, immortal, invisible, the || deas and imaginations, of being alone 
aly wise God, be honor and glory for- | in the mountains, or some solitary wil- 
wer and ever, Amen. As I read the 1 derness, far from all mankind, sweetly 
ords, there came into my soul, and conversing with Christ, and wrapt and 
yas aS itt were diffused through it, a || swallowed up in God. The sense I 
ense, of the glory of the Divine Being; | had of divine things, would often of a 
pnew sense, quite different from any |! sudden kindle up, as it were, a sweet 
hing lever experienced before. Never || burning in my heart; an ardor of soul, 
ny words of scripture seemed to me || that I know not how to express. 
s these words did. 1 thought within |} Not long after I began to experience 
yself, how excellent a Being that was, || these things, I gave an account to my 
nnd how happy I should be, if I might || father of some things that had pas- 
joy that God, and-be wrapped up in || sed inmy mind. I was pretty much 
eaven, and be as it were swallowed | affected by the discourse we had togeth- 
pin him forever!. I kept saying, and || er; afd when the discourse was ended, 
s it were singing over these words of || € walked abroad alone, ina solitary 
cripture to myself; and went to pray to || place in my father’s pasture, for con- 
odthat 1 might enjoy bim, and pray- | templation. And as I: was walking 
cd in a Manner quite different from || there, and looking up on the sky and. 
shat I used to do; with a new sort of || clouds, there came into my mind so 
fection. But it never came into my {| sweet a sense of the glorious majesty 
hought,.that there was any thing spi- || and grace of God, that | know not how 
itual, or of a saving nature in this. to express. I seemed to see them both 
From about that time, I began to || in a sweet conjunction; majesty and 
aveanew kind of apprehensions and || meekness joined together; it was a 
deas of Christ, and the work of re- | gentle, and holy majesty; and also a 
demption, and the glorious way of sal- || majestic meekness; a high, great, and 
ation by bim. An inward, sweet sense || holy gentleness. 
of these things, at times, came into my After this my sense of divine things 
heart; and my soul was led away in | gradually increased, and became more 
pleasent views and contemplations of || and more lively, and had more of that 
them. And my mind was greatly en- || inward sweetness. The appearance 
paged to spend my time in reading || of every thing was altered; there seem- 
and meditating on Christ, on the beau- || ed to be, as it were, a calm, sweet cast, 
ty and excellence of his person, and |) or appearance of divine glory, in al- 
the lovely way of salvation by tree || most every thing. God’s excellency, 
grace in him. I found no books so de- || his wisdom, his purity and love, seem- 
lightful to me, as those that treated of | ed to appear in every thing; in the sun, 
hese subjects. ‘Those words, Cant. || moon, and stars; inthe clouds, and the 
li. 1. used to be abundantly with me, || blue sky; in the grass, flowers, trees; 
lam the Rose of Sharon, and the Li- || in the water, and all nature; which us- 
ly of the vallies. 'The words seemed || ed greatly to fix my mind. I often u- 
to me, sweetly to represent the loveli- | sed to sit and view the moon for con- 




















hess and beauty of Jesus Christ. The } tinuance; and in the day, spent much 
whole book of Canticles used to be || time in viewing the clouds and sky, to 
| behold the sweet glory of God in these 
things; in the mean time, singing forth, 
with a low voice, my contemplation of 
the Creator and Redeemer. And 


pleasant to me, and I used to be much 
in reading it about that time; and found, 
from time to time, all inward sweet- 
hess, that would carry me away in my 
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scarce any thing, among all the works 
of nature, was so delightful to me as 
thunder and lightning; formerly, noth- 
ing had been so terrible to me. Before, 
I used to be uncommonly terrified with | 
thunder, and to be struck with terror | 
when I saw a thunder storm rising; but || 
now, on the contrary, it rejoiced the. | 
I felt God, so to speak, at the first ap- 
pearance of a thunder storm, and used | 
to take the opportunity, at such times, 
to fix myself in order to view the | 
clouds, and see the lightnings play, and |} 


hear the majestic and awful voice of 


God’s thunder, which oftentimes was 
exceedingly entertaining, leading me to 
sweet contemplation of my oreat and 
glorious God. While thus engaged, it 
always seemed natural to me towing, 
or chant for my meditations; or, speak | 
my thoughts in soliloquies with a sing- 
ing voice. 

‘T felt then great satisfaction, as to 
my good state; but that did not content 
me. I had vehement longings of soul 
after God and Christ, and after more 
holiness, wherewith my heart seemed 
to be full, and ready to break: which 
often brought to my mind the words of 


the Psalmist, Ps. cxix. 28. My soul || tinual strife, day and night, and com 


breaketh for the longing it hath. 1 of- 
ten felta mourning and lamenting in my 
heart, that I had not turned to God 
sooner, that [ might have moretime to 
grow in grace. My mind was greatly 
fixed on divine things; almost perpetu- 
ally inthe contemplation of them. 1 


spent most of my time in thinking of 


divine things, year after year; often 
walking alone in the woods, and soli- 
tary places, for meditation, soliloquy, 
and prayer, and converse with God 
and it was always my manner, at such 
times, to sing forth my contemplations. 
I was almost constantly in ejaculatory 
prayer, wherever Lwas. Prayer seem- 
ed to be natural to me, as the breath 
by which the inward burnings of my 
heart had vent. The delights which 
I now feltin the things of religion, were 
of an exceedingly different kind, from 
those befure mentioned, that I had 
when a boy; and what I then had no 
more notion of, than one born blind 
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; || diligence and earnestness, than ever 


| has of pleasant and beautiful colouyy, 
| They were of a more inward, pure 
‘| soul animating and refreshing nature 
| Those former delights never reache; 
| the heart; and did not arise from any 
sight of the divine excellency of the 
H things of God; or anv taste of the soy), 
| Satisfying and life-giving good there 
is in them. 
My sense of divine things seemed 
| gradually to increase, until | went to 
'preach at New-York, which wa 
about a year and a half after they be. 
‘gan; and while 1 was there, I fe 
omen, very sensibly, in a much higher 
| degree than [ had done before. My 
‘longings after God and holiness were 
| much increased. ' Pure and humble, 
| holy and heavenly Christianity, ap. 
|| peared exceedingly amiable to me, 
| [ felt a burning desire to be in every 
thing a complete Christian; and con 
| formed to the blessed i image of Christ 
and that I might Hive, in all things, ac 
cording to the pure and blessed rule 
lof the “gospel. I had an eager thirst: 
ing after progress in these things; 
| which put me upon pursuing and 
pressing after them. It was my cor 





stant inquiry, how I should be more 
| holy, and dive more holily, and more 
becoming a child of God, and a dis 
ciple of Christ. I now sought an in 


crease of grace and holiness, anda 
holy life, with much more earnestness 


than ever I sought grace before I hai 
it. I used to be continually examin 
ing myself, and studying and contriv 
ing for likely ways and means, how ! 
should live holily, with far great 


pursued any thing in my life; but ye 
with too great a dependance on Bi 
own strength; which afterwards prov- 
ed a great “damage tome. My expe 
rience had not then taught me, as ! 
has done since, my extreme feeblenes 
and impotence, every manner of way; 
and the bottomless depths of secré 
corruptisn and deceit there were in my 
heart. However, I went on with my 
eager pursuit after more holiness, a0! 
conformity to Christ. 
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lou, ihe heaven I desired was a heaven 
Pure im of holiness; to be with God, and to grancy; standing peacefully and love- 
ature fm spend my eternity in divine love, and |) ins m the midst of other flowers 
ichejie holy communion with Christ. My | round about; all in like manner opening 
- anya mind. was very much taken up w | their bosoms, to drink in the light of 

| 

| 

| 


rapture; diffusing around a sweet fra- 





f them contemplations on heaven, and the en- || the sun. There was no part of crea- 
‘soul joyments there; and living there ‘in || tare holiness, that I had so great a 
there perfect ere humility and love: || sense of its loveliness, as humility, 
And it used at that time to appear a || brokenness of heart, and poverty of 
emedim creat part of the happiness of heaven, || spirit; and there was nothing that I 
nt tom that there the saints could express |} so earnestly longed for. My heart 
wage iheir love to Christ. It appeared to || panted after this, to lie low before 
y bef mea great clog and burden, that what || God, as in the dust; that I might be 
| fel Tielt within, I could not express as I | nothing, and that God might be ALL, 
igherm desired. The inward ardor of my io I might become as a little child. 










Myj™ soul, seemed to be hindered and pent || It has often appeared to me delight- 
wera up, and could not freely flame out as || ful,to be united to Christ; to have him 
mble fm it would. I used often to think, how || for my head, and to be a member of 


, apf in heaven this principle should freely || his body; also to have Chtist for my 
mefmand fully vent and express itself. || teacher and prophet. I very often 
everyim Heaven appeared exceedingly de- think with sweetness, and longings, and 
conf™ lightful, as a world of love; and I aking I of soul, of being a little child, 
hristim all happiness consisted in living ‘i taking hold of Christ, to be led by him 


— 








s, acum pure, humble, heavenly, divine love. || through the wilderness of this world. 
ruled Ll remember the thoughts [ used |} That text, Matth. xviii. 3, has often 
hirs-™@ then to have of holiness; and satd some- || been sweet to me, Except ye be conver- 
\ingsm times to myself, “I do certainly know || ted andbecome as little children, &c 
and that I love holiness, such as the gospel 
con@™ prescribes.” It appeared to me, that 
con@™ there was nothing in it but what was | 
moref™ ravishingly lovely; the highest beauty 
more and amiableness—a divine beauty; far 
1 dis purer than any thing here upon earth; 
in ing™ and that every thing. else was like mire 
ind afm and defilement, in comparison of 
tness Holiness, as I then‘ wrote ion 
| had some of my contemplations on it, ap- 


'| I love to think of coming to Christ, to 
unin peared to me to be of a sweet, pleasant, 


receive salvation of him, poor in spirit, 
and quite empty of self, humbly exalt- 
ting him alone; cut off entirely from 
my own root, in order to grow into, 
and out of Christ, tohave God in Christ 
to be all in all; and to live by faith on 
the Son of God, a life of humble un- 
feigned confidence in him. That scrip- 
ture has often been sweet to me, Psal. 
cxv. 1. Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
us, but to thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy, and for thy truth’s sake. And 
those words of Christ, Luke. x. 21, 
In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, 
and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and pru- 
dent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes: even so, Father, for so it seem- 
edgood in thy sight. 'Thatsovereign- 
ty of God which Christ rejoiced in, 
seemed to me worthyof such joy; and 
that rejoicing seemed to show the ex- 


ntrivl charming, serene, calm nature; which 
ow IM brought an inexpressible purity, bright- 
eatel™ ness, peacefulness, and ravishment to 
ver i thesoul. In other words, that it made 
it yell the soul like a field or garden of God, 
. mv with all manner of pleasant Sowers: 
all pleasant, delightful, and undistur- 
xpem bed; enjoying a sweet calm, and the 
as it cently vivifying beams of the sun.— 
enesilg The soul of atrue Christian, as I then 
way; 
ecrél 
» my 









prove 


wrote my meditations, appeared like 
such a litte white flower as we see in | 
the spring of the year; low and ‘ae Fay | 







1 MYM on the ground, opening its bosom to| | cellency of Christ, and of what spirit 
andl receive the pleasant beams of the sun’s || he was. 
slory; rejoicing as it were ina calm Sometimes, only mentioning a single 
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word caused my heart to burn within 
me; or only seeing the name of Christ, 
or the name of some attribute of God. 
And God has appeared glorious to me, 
on account of the Trinity. It has 
made me have exalted thoughts of God, 
that he subsists in three persons; Fath- 
er, Son and Holy Ghost. The sweet- 
est joys and delights I have experien- 
ced, have not been those that have a- 
risen from a hope of my own good es- 
tate; but in a direct view of the glori- 
ous things of the gospel. When I enjoy 
this sweetness, it seems to carry me a- 
bove the thoughts of my own estate; it 
seems at such times a loss that I cannot 
bear, to take off my eye from the glo- 
rious, pleasant object I behold without 
me, to turn my eyein upon myself, and 
my own good estate. 
eB ee 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 

REMARKS ON THE “EXPERIENCE OF MISS A.” 

In the 3d volume of the Repository, 
page 374, is an account of the experi- 
ence of Miss A. From the manner 
in which the relation is given, I con- 
clude it is a narrative of real facts; 
and that the writer considered it a re- 
markable display of the power and 
goodness of God. When narratives of 
religious experience fall in my way I 
always read them with deep and solemn 
interest; for in them J see on what my 
fellow sinners are building their hopes 
for eternity. In this narrative we see 
on what the subject of it is resting her 
hopes of heaven; and not only so, but 
perhaps the writer also, and many oth- 
ers, whose experience may be essen- 
tially the same. It becomes a ques- 
tion, then, of the most serious import, 
whether this narrative does exhibit the 
essentials of a true christian experi- 
ence, or whether all this may not be 
experienced and yet there be no change 
of heart. On the right decision of this 
question, depend consequences, solemn 
as the great day, and awful as the re- 
tributions of eternjty. For, if we mis- 


take in this, and set down that as evi- 
dence of achange of heart, which may 
«be experienced without a change of 
heart, we nay rest our souls upon it, 
to our eternal destruction! 





I have not been able to determine, 
to the satisfaction of my own mind, 
from the careful and repeated perusal 
of this narrative, what are the particu. 
lar points in it, which were consider. 
ed by the writer, the essential and de- 
cisive marks of a genuine experience, 
Doubtless there are points in it which 
were so considered; but what are they? 
President Edwards, in his very dis- 
criminating work on religious affec- 
tions, states twelve particulars, which 
he considers no signs that an experi- 
ence is genuine, or that it is not. Is 
there any thing in this narrative which 
goes beyond those twelve particulars? 
and if there is, what is it? That the 
reader, if he has not that work at hand, 
may be assisted in examining the nar- 
rative, I will set down those particu- 
lars; and I would beg Miss A. herself, 
if these remarks should meet her eye, 
and the writer of the narrative, and 
every reader of it, carefully to com- 
pare the narrative with each and all of 
them, and see if there is really any 
thing more in the narrative than Presi- 
dent Edwards judges to be no signs at 
all. 

“1. It is no sign, one way or the 
other, that religious affections are very 
great, or raised very high. 

2. It is no sign that affections have 
the nature of true religion, or that they 


have not, that they have great effects 


upon the body. 

3. It is no sign that affections are 
truly gracious affections, or that they 
are not, that they cause those who have 
them, to be fluent, fervent, and abund- 
ant, in talking of the things of religion, 

“4. It is no sign that affections are 
gracious, or that they are otherwise, 
that persons did not make them them- 
selves, or excite them of their own 
contrivance, and by their own streneth. 

“5. It is no sign that religious affec- 
tions are truly holy and spiritual, or 
that they are not, that they come with 
texts of scripture remarkably brought 
to the mind. 

“6. It is no evidence that religious 
affections are saving, or that they are 
otherwise, that there is an appearance 
of love in them. 
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‘7. Petsons having religious affec- 
tions of many kinds, accompanying 
one another, is not sufficient to deter- 
mine whether they have any gracious 
afiections or no. 

“8, Nothing can certainly be deter- 
mined conceming the nature of the af- 
fections, by this, that comforts and joys 
seem to follow awakenings and convic- 
tions of conscience, in a certain order. 

“9, It is no certain sign that the re- 
ligious affections which persons have, 
are such as have in them the nature of 
true religion, or that they have not, 
that they dispose persons to spend 
much time in religion, and to be zeal- 
ously engaged in the external duties of 
worship. 

“10. Nothing can be certainly 
known of the nature of religious affec- 
tions, by this, that they much dispose 
persons with their mouths to praise and 
gorify God. 

11. [tis no sign that affections are 
right, or that they are wrong, that they 
make persons that have them exceed- 
ingly confident that what they experi- 
ence is divine, and that they are in a 
good estate. 

12. Nothing can be certainly con- 
cluded concerning the nature of reli- 
gious affections, that any are the sub- 
jects of, from this, that the outward 
manifestations of them, and the rela- 
tion persons give of them, are very af- 
fecting and pleasing to the truly godly, 
and such as greatly gain their charity, 
and win their hearts.” 

Such are President Edwards’ no 
signs. Now, I should take it as a fa- 
vor, if the writer of the narrative 
would state what points in Miss A.’s 
experience were considered the deci- 
sive marks of its genuineness, and show 
how those points go beyond any thing 
contained in the foregoing twelve par- 
ticulars. S.P 

— Ig d= 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 


ON MAKING A PROFESSION OF RELIGION. 
7 
No. IV. 


It is proposed to consider, in the 
present number, some of the excuses 


which are pleaded for neglecting the 
duty of making a profession of reli- 
gion. 

1. One says, 1 am not fit to be a 
member of the church. The church 
of God isa holy society ; and I am 
conscious to myself that I commit so 
many sins from day to day, that I 
know I am utterly unfit for member- 
ship in such a society. 

Answer. This is a poor excuse: 
for your unfitness is your sin, and one 
sin will never justify another. It is 
your duty to forsake all your sins, and 
lead a holy life: and you cannot pos- 
sibly have any excuse for not doing it 
immediately. If you have been con- 
verted to God, it is your duty to con- 
fess Christ before men, and enter into 
covenant with God and his people, 
and the refusal to do this is a sin. But 
you excuse yourself for living in this 
sin, by the plea that you are commit- 
ting other sins from day to day. If 
any are inclined to make this excuse, 
in this view of it, that circumstance is 
a strong indication that they are de- 
termined to live in sin. And if any 
are determined to live in sin, they 
ought not to indulge the hope that they 
have become children of God. _Per- 
haps, indeed, you are not fit to join 
the church. Perhaps, if you should 
approach the table of the Lord, with 
your present temper, you would pro- 
fane that holy ordinance. But, if you 
are not fit to come to this ordinance, 
you are not fit to come.to any other. 
If vou are not fit to sit down at the ta- 
ble of the Lord, you are not fit to sit 
down among his people, in his house, 
to hear his word preached. You are 
not fit to stand up among them to sing 
the praises of God. You are not fit 
to take your place among them in the 
attitude of prayer. The sins you 
commit unfit you for these ordinances, 
as really as they.do for the ordinance 
of the Lord’s supper. If you are not 
fit to join thecburch, you are not fit to 
pray in your family, you are not fit to 
pray in secret, you are not fit to read 
your bible, you are not fit to engage in 
any religious duty. If your sins unfit 
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you for the discharge of every religious 
duty, they also unfit you for the dis- 
charge of every social duty. 
not fit to be a husband or wife, a pa- |; 
rent or child,a brother or sister. You || 
are not fit to fill any place in any com- 


You are | 





On making a Profession of Religion, 


| Worldly interest or comfort requires 
|, some sinful compliances, in order to 
continue them? If this is the mean. 
| ing of your excuse, the amount of jj 
is that you are deliberate ly resolved 


to live in the practice of some parti. 


munity, nor to perform any service, of |) cular sins, lest your worldly interes, 


any kind, for yourself or others. “ The || 
plowing of the wicked is sin. The 
thoughts of the wicked are an abomi 
nation to the Lord.” If vou are not 
fit to join the church on earth, you are 
not fit to join the church in heaven. 
You are not fit to live, nor fit to die. 
You are in a dreadful state; and you 
ought not to remain in that state a sin- 
gle moment, but hasten out of it with 
all speed, by turning to the Lord with 
unfeigned repentance, and keeping all | 
his commandments with your whole | 
heart. But if you do not think your | 
unfitness for the discharge of other 
duties any excuse for the neglect of 
them, why Should you think your un- 


fitness any excuse for the nevlect of || 


this? Sin indulged and lived in, 
unrepented of, will shut you out of 
heaven. But if sin, when repented 
of and forsaken, will not shut you out 
of the church hove. it need not shut || 
you out of the church on earth. 

2. Another says, I am in such a 
situation that [ cannot do what would 
be expected of a professor of religion. 
My connections in life, and the Cir- 
cumstances of my family, or of my 
business, are such, that I must do some | 
things which a professor of religion 
ought not to do. 


a profession of religion, and live in a | 


manner consistent with such a profes 
sion. 
am, I cannot do it. 

Answer. That this excuse may be | 
fully understood, let it be asked, what 
are the circumstances in which you | 
are placed, which oblige you to do 
things which a professor of religion | 
ought nottodo? Are you pursuing 
some employment which is unlawful 
some employment which you cannot 
pursue without committing sin? — Or, » 


are your connections such, that your || proachfully. 


I wish I was ina} 
different situation, so that Lcould make | 


But while Tam situated as T | 


or comfort should suffer by breaking 
| them off; and so, to be consistent, 
| you are determined also to live in the 
| sin of neglecting to confess Christ be. 
fore men. But, if you are, indeed, 
| deliberately resolved to live in the 


think you can be a Christian. Per. 
sons who feel as you do, seem to be 
described t in the scriptures. John xii, 
, 43, “ Nevertheless, among the 
hiet rulers also many believed on 
‘him; but because of the Pharisees 
i'they did not confess him, lest they 
should be put out of the synagogue: 
| for they loved the praise of men more 
| than the praise of God.” Could 
these be real disciples of Christ ? Can 
those who feel and act thus, have any 
| reason to expect the approbation of 
the Lord Jesus in the great day? Let 
| him answer: Matt. x, 32, 33, * Who- 
| soever, therefore, shall confess me be- 
fore men, him will I confess also before 
| my Father which is in heaven. But 
| whosoever shall deny me before men, 
him will Talso deny before my Father 
} which is in heaven.” Mark viii, $8, 
“Whosoever, therefore, shall be asha- 
med of me, and of my words, in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of 
him also shall the Son of Man _ be 
/ ashamed, when he cometh in the glo- 
ry of his Father, with the holy angels.” 
2 Tim. ii, 12, “If we deny him, he 
| also will deny us.” Jam. iv, 4, “* Who- 
|| soever, therefore, 
| the world, 1 is the enemy of God.” 
| 3. Another says, I dare not make 
a profession of religion, and name the 
1 name of Christ before men, for fear 
I shall afterwards dishonor him. I 
| am so prone to fall into sin, that I can 


| 
| 
{ 

















» scarcely expect to livein such a manney 


as not, at some time, to give occasion 
to the enemies of Christ to speak re- 


And J think I had bet- 
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ter not make a_ profession, «than to 
make it, and then be an occasion of 
jishonoring that holy name by which 
[| shall be called. 

Answer. The amount of this ex- 
cuse is, that you are afraid you shall 
dishonor Christ, if you obey him ; and 
so, you are resolved to disobey him, 
that you may not dishonor him! And, 
because you are afraid you shall fall, 
into sin to-worrow, you are determin- 
ed to commit sin to-day, that you may 
not dishonor Christ by your inconsis- | 
tency! -And because you are afraid | 
you shall not have streneth to resist | 
jemptation, you are resolved not to| 
use the means which Christ has pro- 
vided to increase your strength! But, 
if you are really afraid of dishonoring 
Christ, you should do all that he re- 
quires of you. And if you are really | 
afraid of a deficiency of strength to || 
resist temptation, you should avail | 
yourself of all the means he has pro- 
vided to increase your strength; and | 
by an unreserved obedience to his com- | 
mandments, keep epen the way of ac- | 
cess to himgwho is able to help in eve- | 
ry time of need. In this way, and | 
in this way alone, you may look to, 
him with confidence, and be able to. 
overcome all your spiritual enemies, | 
and be made a conqueror, and more | 
tian a conqueror, in every conflict, | 
through the great captain of your sal- | 
vation. 

4. Another says, I am afraid to) 
make a. profession of religion, and | 
come to the Lord’s table, lest I shoubd | 
eat and drink judgment to myself. I 
am conscious to myself of being very 


unworthy ; and I learn from the scrip- 


| 
| 
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take of the daily food he provides. 
And if your unworthiness is such, that 
you would, at the Lord’s table, eat and 
drink judgment to yourself, it is such 
also, that you do, every day, at your 
common table, eat and drink judg- 
ment to yourself. God’s requirement 
is,“ Whether ye eat or drink or whatso- 
ever ye do, doall to the glory of God.” 
And if you eat or drink, at your com- 
mon table, in such a manner as to 
transgress this command, you are heap- 
ing up guilt to yourself, and treasuring 
up wrath against the day of wrath. 
And if you are consistent with your- 
self, you abstain also from reading or 
hearing the word of God; for if you 
do these without a right heart, you 
are committing sin. And y -. abstain al- 
so from every act of religiows worship, 
for the same reason. And not only 
so, but you abstain also from every 
act that relates to the commen business 
of life. For, “whatsoever ye do,” if 
you do it not “to the glory of God,” 
you transgress. Even “the plowiny 
of the wicked is sin.” But, if you 
neglect the performance of any duty 
which God requires, and sit down tn 
sloth and idleness, you sin in that too; 
for God requires yuu to do these things, 
and to dothem all to his glory. There 
is no turning to the right hand, nor to 
the left. You must do all that God 
requires, and do it aright, or yeu sin 
against him. Butif you have repent- 
ed of your sins, and turned from them 
unto God, the greater sense you have 
of your unworthiness, and the more 
you loathe and abhor yourself for it, 
the more suitably and acceptably vou 


| will approach the table of the Lord. 


tures, that he that eateth and drinketh | To eat and drink unworthily im the 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh judg- || sense of those declarations ef scripture 


ment or condemnation unto himself. {| 

Answer. To be consistent with | 
yourself, then, you must abstain from 
partaking of your daily bread, at the 
table of God’s common providence. | 
For if you are unworthy to come to’ 
the Lord’s table, and partake of the. 
sacramental bread and wine, you are 
equally unworthy to come to the table’ 


| 


of God’s common bounty, and par-! 


| to which you allude, is, no doubt, to 
| eat and drink without the exercise ot 
| the christian graces. If you are des- 
titute of these, you would indeed eat 
land drink unworthily at the Lord's 
table, or at your common table. But 
| you must not be destitute of these an- 
other moment. You must not come 
| to the Lord’s table without them. nor 


ito your common table without them, 
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nor to any thing else without them. 
You must not ever breathe again with- 
out them; for you must have them im- 
mediately. You must love God, and 
repent of sin, and believe in Christ, 
and deny yourself, and do all that 
God requires, without a moment’s de- 
lay. And if you will not, you must 
be condemned for your disobedience. 
5. Another says, I am disposed 
to confess Christ before men, by mak- 
ing a profession of his religion, and 
uniting myself to his people; and am 
anxious to do it without delay. But 
I do not know which denomination of 
christians is right, and therefore I can- 
not tell which I ought to join. 
Answer. If this is the reason you 
do not join any; if you are only wait- 
ing to find out which is right; then, 
doubtless, you are diligently employ- 
ed night and day, in searching the 
scriptures, to find out which is right. 
You are not running about, here and 
there, to hear what every one has to 
say, and suffering your mind to be- 
come more and more confused and 
darkened. You arenot throwing your- 
selfin the way of those who lie in 
wait to decieve, and suffering your- 
self to be carried about by every wind 
of doctrine. You are not considering 
which you like best, among whom you 
will be likely to enjoy yourself best, 
where you shall have the least trouble, 
and where you will be most respected 
and made much of. If you are hon- 
est in your plea of wishing to know 
which is right, you are sitting down 
to the study of the bible, with a hum- 
ble, prayerful, teachable disposition, 
determined to embrace whatever you 
find there; determined to bring your 
opinions, and your feelings, and your 
pratice to the bible, and not to try to 
bring the bible to your inclinations. 
And you are making a business of it, 
which you pursue with so much dili- 
gence, that you will not long be in 
doubt as to any of the great leading 
doctrines or duties of christianity. If 
you are not taking this course, it is 
manifest that this excuse is a mere 
pretence, intended to hide from the 
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minds of others, and perhaps also fron” 
your own, the true reason of your de, 
lay. 

6. Another says, I am convince; 
that I ought to confess Christ before 
men, and have no doubt what chure} 
T ought to join. But that church is ip 
such a state, that I am not willing to 
join it, under present circumstances, 
Some evils exist in it, which I wish to 
to see removed; and it is laboring up. 
der difficulties which I wish to sep 
composed, before I become a member 
lest I should get myself into trouble al. 
so. 

Answer. Perhaps some may think 
this a very good excuse; but it appears 
to me no better than those which have 
been already considered. If it is a 
church of Christ; if its confession of 
faith and covenant are scriptural, and 
its practice is not so far inconsistent 
with its articles, as to amount toa 
renunciation of them; if the evils 
which exist in it are not of such a 
nature as to destroy its character as a 
church of Christ, and cggstitute it a 
synagogue of Satan; then, whatever 
those evils may ‘be, they can never 
form any justification for refusing to 
join it. Are you afraid*of getting 
into difficulty yourself, by uniting 
with it? If this plea is sufficient for 
you, it was much more sufficient for 
the primitive christians. They were 
forewarned by their Lord, that the 
profession of his name would exposé 
them to troubles and difficulties much 
greater than you can anticipate. And 
they saw, bejore their eyes, that those 
who made a profession of the religion 
of Christ, and became visibly con- 
nected with his people, were thereby 
brought into great difficulties. They 
were despoiled of their goods; they 
were exposed to contempt and re 
proach; they suffered bonds and im- 
prisonments; they were scourged in 
the synagogues; they were beaten 
with rods; they were stoned with 
stones; they were thrown to wild 
beasts; they suffered death in its most 
cruel forms. But all this did not de- 
ter them from confessing Christ be- 
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ore men. And the prospect of all 
is did not excuse them from this du- 
in the view of their own conscien- 
es, nor in the vicw of their Lord 
nd Judge. And if any wished to 
xcuse themselves on this account, he 
slemnly assured them, as we have 
ven, that they should be rejected by 
im in the great day. 

The disposition to make this excuse 
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sh t gems irreconcilable with christian 
5 UN olings. You believe the church to | 
| St. a church of Christ, and you know | 
a tis in trouble, and needs help; but 



















‘ou will not try to help it, lest the ef- 
prt should make some trouble for 
you. You think it a part of Christ’s 
dy, of which you think yourself a 
ember; but, because it needs assist- 
nce, you will not put yourself in a 
iuation to render it any assistance. 
fou call yourself a member of the 
body of Christ; but you will not per- 
orm the office of a member, because 
here is need of it! Can you indulge 
ch feelings, and vet think yourself 
schristian? }=And if you can, what 
wust the’church think of you, when 
iy know that you indulge such feel- 
ngs? ~~ With how much cordiality will 
ey be able to receive you, by and 
y, when God shall have he)ped 
lem out of their troubles, and you 
resent yourself as a candidate for ad- 


ae hission? Must they not feel, if they do 
the ft Say to you, When we were in trou- 
went ile, and needed your help, you stood 
ae oof, and would not render it: now, 
And @t We do not need it any longer, and 
hose #°U Wish for help from us, you are rea- 


ly to ask it: If we are to judge of you 
y this specimen, must we not expect, 


lat when you are received, and we 
a re overtaken with trouble again, you 
they ill desert us, in like manner, and go 

re. ct to the enemy? If they should ask 


ou such a question, how would you 
uswer it? 


This excuse, therefore, like all the 


“ st which have been considered, evi- 
wild @utly grows out of wrong feelings. It 
most tempting to make one sin justify a- 
y 4 ther. And this is the case with all the 


cuses which are ever made. 


They 
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are sinful excuses, pleaded to justify a 
sinful reluctance to obey a plain and 
positive injunction of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And like all other excuses for 
the neglect of duty, they only increase 

the guilt they are intended to hide. 

G. G. 
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From the (Hartford) Evarigelist. 

ON UNION IN RELIGIOUS WORSHIP. 

Many people, and even some pro- 
fessing christians, and I had almost 
said some ministers, seem to imagine, 
that little more is necessary to intro- 
duce the full glory of the Millennium. 
than for christians of different denomi- 
nation to lay aside all doctrines, con- 
cerning which different views are en- 
tertained, and worship togethet in the 
same congregation, and unite in the 
same communion. ‘There are others, 
however, who think differently, and 
would be very unwilling to relinquish 
the great doctrines of the gospel, for 
the sake of any union whatever, which 
requires such relinquishment. In their 
opinion, unanimity both in views and 
feelings, in respect to the fundamental 
doctrines of Scripture, may be expect- 
ed to exist among the people of God, 
and especially among the watchmen 
of Zion, in the days of the Millennium. 
This they understand to be the mean- 
ing of the prophet. when he says, “Thy 
watchmen shall lift up the voice; with 
the voice together shall they sing; for 
they shall see eye to eye, when the 
Lord shall bring again Zion.” And 
if they are correct in this, it is cbvious 
that no attempt at union, in religious 
worship, or at the table of Christ, with 
those denominations, who differ upon 
essential doctrines, can be calculated 
to promote that ultimate agreement 
among the people of God, which is 
contemplated in the scriptures, as one 
of the glories of the latter day. In fa- 
vor of the correctness of this opinion, 
the following considerations are sub- 
mitted. 

1. The human mind is so consti- 
tuted, that the exercises of the heart 
will be very much characterized by the 
perceptions of the understanding. No 








man can contemplate two objects, in | 
which he feels interested, the qualities 
of which are totally different, and do 
it with precigey the same feclings. The 
reason is obvious. It is merely the 
qualities of the subject which excite his 
feelings. If then, these are different, the 
feelings excited by them will be dliffer- 
ent. And if two persons should con- 
template the same object, and each as- 
cribe to it different qualities, the case 
would be the same. Their feelings 
towards the object would be different; 
each having feelings corresponding 
with the qualities, which he ascribed | 
to it. How differently are men often 
affected by conte mplating the charac- 
ter of their fellow men! For instance, 
with what different feelings do differ- 
ent individuals contemplate the char- 
acter of the Rev. John Wesley and 
the Rev. Jonathan Edwards! What | i 
difierent emotions are excited merely || 
by announcing these different names! | 
And yet the diversity of feeling in this 
case, is no greater than the difference 
of the estimation, in which the two || 
characters are severally held. It is) 
simply the different qualities attributed | 
to these characters, which excite this 








difference of feeling. And the same 
thing is true, in regard to every branch 
of science, and to every principle of! 
ethics. Men will be affected diflerent- 
ly by them, as they differ in estimating 
their relative influence and import- 
ance. Nor are their impressions, in 
respect to the character of the Supreme 
Being, exempt from this general law 
of their nature. It is impossible for a 
person, who contemplates the Savior 
as a finite being, to be influenced by 
the same kind of fe clings, with which 
those are, who contemplate him as an 

infinite being. If, then, those who 
view the Savior as a mere creature, 

should unite in worship with those, | 
who view him as possessing the attri- 
butes of independent Deity, they might | 
indeed, ascribe to him the same names; 
they might call him Jesus Christ, 








Lord, and Savior; but, after all, they ! it will, and that all men will ultimate! 


would have entirely distinct and dif-| 
ferent characters in view. And, so 
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| any part of them, we say it is imposs 





























long as_these different views shoul 
exist, it would be impossible that ther. 
dineid be union of affection < among the 
different worshippers. — Their assey 
bling at the same time and _ place, fay 
worship, and their using the. samg 
words, in their addresses at the thron¢ 
of grace, would not produce the sang 
feelings. As it respects real union ¢ 
heart, there would be none, any far 
ther than their views harmonized. The 
rest would be a species of mockery 
So in respect to the attributes and goy 

ernment of God. If men differ in thei 
sentiments, in respect to the attribute 
of Deity, and in respect to the pring 
ples, by which he governs the Uni 
verse, they cannot agree in their mora 
exercises, or be said to hold the sam 
character in view, or to worship th 
same God. If, for instance, one per 
son believes that Deity knows al 
things from eternity; and another be 
lieves that he does not; if the forme 
believes that he has foreordained what 
soever comes to pass, and the latte 
does not; if the former believes th 
he has no new purpose, that he wil 
overrule moral evil to his highest pos 
sible glory and the best good of the it 
telligent universe, and the latter. do 
not; if the former believes in the do 
trine of God’s eternal election unt 
life, of all who have or will be redeen 
ed from among men, and that thei 
special awakening, renewal, justifies 
tion, and sanctification by the spirit 
the Lord, is in pursuance of this elec 
tion, and the latter does not; if the fo 
mer denies the efficacy of unregene 
ate works in conciliating the divin 
favor, and the latter believes and co 
fides in their efficacy; if the form 
believes that God will keep by h 
power through faith unto salvation a 
whom his spirit renews in the temp 
of their minds, and the other does not 
if the former believes that the justic 
of God will never be satisfied with an 
temporary punishment of the finall 
impenitent, but the latter believes th 
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ple for those two persons to worship || Now, is not that another gospel, which 
together with any unison of feelings. || reveals the Savior in another charac- 
The supreme Divinity which the for- || ter than that, which the apostles 
mer worships,is not the same character || preached? And is not that another 
which the latter worships. ‘The former || gospel, which ascribes different attri- 
ould be shocked at the idea of wor- | butes to God, and sets forth entirely 
shipping the character which the latter | different principles upon which he 
worships; and the latter would as goverhs his intelligent creatures? If 
son shrink from the worship of the | it is, then it is plain, that God did not 
jormer. Now if these two persons || contemplate in his instructions to his 
should meet together to worship, and servants, that they should endeavor to 
should use the same words in their ad- || effect an external union with those, 
dresses to Deity, they would not be |} who differed so essentially from them, 
agreed s they would mean different || in respect to gospel principles. Nor 
things; they would worship different || did the apostles so understand their 
Deities; and the mement either of || Lord. And doubtless, the reason why 
them should descend to any explana- || this was not contemplated, was, be- 
tions, on essential . points, the delusion || cause infinite wisdom saw, that the 
would vanish, and the individuals || tendency of such a union would he 
learn, that, after all, there had been || detrimental to the church. 
no union between them. This has|| Moreover, God has taught us, in his 
been too often verified by experiment || word, by what means a real union, in 
io need any farther confirmation. worship and communion, will be even- 
2. God does not contemplate a u- |i tually brought about in his church, 
nion in worship and communion, of || during her triumphant state on earth, 
denominations differing upon essen- ||-It will be done by an increase of light 
tial doctrines, until they are first en- || and knowledge. For, “ they shall 
lightened and made to harmonize in |] see, eye to eye, when the Lord shall 
their views. This is evident from the || bring again Zion.” In reference to 
practice and instructions of the apos- || that period, Daniel says, “ many shall 
les. We never find the apostles ma- || run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
king attempts to embrace persons in || increased.” And Isaiah says, “ More- 
their worship and communion, who |} over, the light of the moon shall be 
liffered from them in essential doc- |i as the light | of the sun; and the light 
irines. Modes and customs, not affec- || of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the 
ling the truth and simplicity of the jj light of seven days, in the day that 
cospel, they did not suffer to bar their the Lord bindeth up the breach of his 
communion, provided there was evi- |} people, and healeth the stroke of their 
dence of personal sanctification; but || wound.” By these passages of scrip- 
they maintained the strictest watch a- || ture, we are taught how the watchmen 
gainst doctrinal errors, that would, if |} will be able to lift up the voice, and 
admitted, subvert the gospel of Christ, || with the voice fogether sing. They 
and introduce another gospel. The |} will see alike, on the subject of the 
apostle Paul to the Romans 18, 17, {| divine attributes, and the leading doc- 
speaks agreeably to his uniform prac- || trines of his word, so that their “affec- 
tice, and, no doubt, to the practice of tions will be drawn forth towards the 
all the other apostles, “ Now I cic af sameobject. They will each be edi- 
you, brethren, mark them which cause || fed by the truth, and no illustration 
divistons and offences, contrary to the || of an essential doctrine will divide the 
doctrine which ye have learned, and || feelings of the watclimen, nor of their 
avoid them.” ‘To the Galatians a Saas but they will agree, and _re- 
says, 1, 8, “ But though we, or an an- | | joice, and sing together. But, does 
gel bain ‘heaven, preach any other || the present method of attempting to 
gospel unto you, let him be accursed.” || unite, in the same worship and com. 
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munion, different denominations, who onthe ground too, that there should 
are divided upon. essential doctrines, be no mention made of the particular 
tend to promote this predicted union? sentiments, in which they diflered! 
If we examine, for a moment, the And with equal surprize should we 
grounds, on which the different denom- read, that the apostle Paul, upon the 
inations entertain even the slightest same ground, consented to unite with 
hope of union, we shall see that it is, the enemies of divine sovereignty, 
not. One indispensable condition of divine decrees, the doctrine of election, 
uch union, always expressly agreed and the perseverance: of the saints !— 
on, or implied, is, that the particular Surely,no person who is at all acquain. 
doctrinal distinctions, which separate ted with the writings of the aposiles 
them, shall not be brought into view, can seriously believe, that they were 
to be illustrated and enforced, as im-' ever liable to be drawn into any alli. 
portant in the business of salvation, or , ances of this kind. 
in forming the christian characier.|| A third consequence of such a uni- 
And it is well known, that if this con- | on, is an obstruction to the progress 
dition is not strictly regarded,no union , of doctrinal knowledge in the scrip- 
can be perpetuated. || tures, which tends directly to counter. 
Another condition always implied. act the means which God has appoint- 
in such cases is, that those who at- ed to effect a real union among all 


i) 


tempt thus to unite, confess, by their true believers. The first impression, 


actions, at least, that essential doc-| that such a union is calculated to make 
trines are not so important as non-es- on the mind is, that doctrinal know- 
sential practice. For while these dif-| ledge is unimportant; and that it is 
ferent denominations do not even pre- “no matter what aman believes if he 
tend to believe, that their union is ne-|\is only sincere.” When this senti- 
cessary to the salvation of either party, | ment is once adopted, and a union for- 
they still relinquish essential doctrines || med on the ground of it, elderly per- 
for the sake of this union; that is, | sons suspend their researches for doc- 
they consent and agree, not to incul-) trinal knowledge, their teacher is 
cate. and defend those doctrines which, | trammelled by the principles of the 
themselves being judges, constitute} confederacy, and cannot preach upon 
the basis of that faith, which was once | essential doctrines, without giving of- 
delivered to the saints. These are 


| fence and dissolving the union, and of 
the conditions, on which, every such | course the youth grow up unenlighten- 
union is maintained. ‘The consequen-| ed in the principles of the gospel, and 
ces of such a union are, ;unable to distinguish between what is 

First, a violation of the command |i true and what is false. Persons in 
to mark and avoid those who are sepa- such a state become an easy prey to 
rated from us in their belief in respect | every species of heresy. And to this 
to the essential doctrines of the gos- || source more than to any other, may 
pel. And be traced the origin of those _pestilen- 

Secondly, It is a departure from | tial errors, which sweep over the land 
apostolic example. There is no such|| of our fathers, who came to these 
cualition between the apostles, and || shores, and braved every danger and 
those who preached another gospel. || sustained every hardship, that they 
on record for our example. Their || might enjoy unmolested, and ther chil- 
practice corresponded with their || dren uncontaminated, the pure doc- 
preacuing. Aod with what astonish- |! trines of the cross of Christ. Nor is 
ment should we read the account of the effect greatly different, where the 
an attempt, on the part of Peter, to || watchmen refrain from preaching the 
unite in worship and communion with || essential doctrines of the gospel, ina 
those, whom he describes, as “denvin: || lucid and pungent manner, through 
‘he Lord who bought them ;” and up- j fear of giving offence to their hearers. 
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Another conseqdence of such at- 
wmpts at union, and of such defect in 
respect to declaring the whole counsel 
of God, is quietness in sin. They 
were the essential doctrines of the gas- 
pel, which were rendered effectual to 
the conversion of sinners, under the 
preaching of the apostles. These 
were the two edged sword by 
which sinners were pricked in the 
heart. And the history of the church 
will inform us, that they have been 
rendered more successful, in every 
age, than all other preaching. — It is 
where the gospel.is preached in all 
its truths, that are offensive to the car- 
nal mind, that sinners are awakened, 
convicted and converted unto God. It 
is here, ninety-nine times in a hun- 
dred, that revivals of religion are wit- 
nessed, and the loftiness of the impen- 
itent heart howed to the sceptre of the 
Pyinceof peace. But where the es- 
sential doctrines of the gospel are 
suppressed, and a time serving policy 
adopted in preaching, there stupidity 
reigns, the world triumphs, and moral | 
darkness gathers blackness, as months | 
and years revolve. ‘We should be | 
convinced then, of the fact, that all | 
attempts at conciliating the views and | 
feelings of those, who differ from us | 
in the, essential doctrines of the gos- | 
pel, and our endeavors for a union 
with them at the expense of those doc- | 
trines, are not calculated to promote, | 
sospel union,and of course have no) 
tendency to advance tlie interests of || 
Zion. | 

The causes, which have operated | 
to promote attempts for a union be- || 
tween orthodox and heterodox church- | 
es, deserve some attention. 

i. One cause, we apprehend is, 
that many have mistaken appearan-| 
ces for reality. ‘This is doubtless the | 
case with many of our younger breth- | 
ren inthe ministry, whose experience, 
by reason of their youth, has been | 
necessarily small. It isalso the case || 
with many lay-brethren who, it must | 
be confessed, are sometimes extreme- | 
ly liable to be captivated by the fair | 
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professions of those, who plead for a |i and communion. 
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union: and from the idea of gather- 

ing strength by numbers, they have 

prevailed on their ministers to attempt 

a union, when the unbiassed judgment 

of their pastors would have been more 

correct. We judge thus, beeause we 

have observed, that those wonderfu! 

attempts at union, which have been so 

frequently celebrated, and circulated 

by weekly newspapers through the 

civilized world, and hailed as the aus- 

pices of a more happy era of the 

church, have generally originated with 

young men, who have recently com- 

menced preaching, and who, being 
transiently employed in the places, 

where these unions are formed, have 

seldom stayed long enongh ‘to be able 

to form a correct judgment ‘of the 

fruits of their labors, And we have 

known repeated instances, in which 

ministers have been prevailed on, by 

members of their churches, to attempt 

such union, until experience has taught 

them a wiser lésson. 

2. Another cause of these attempts 

to unite persons in worship and com- 

munion, who are separated by differ- 

ent gospels, is the union of different 

denominations, in giving circulation 

to the holy scriptures. Many do not 

see why, if different denominations 

unite in Bible Societies, and make 

their mutual speeches, on their public 

anniversaries, they may not unite in 

worship and communion at home. 

But, is it not a fact, that every man, 

whether a saint.or sinner, a Christian 

ora Turk, is admitted to member- 

ship in those societies, and is permit- 

ted to become instrumental in circula- 
ting the scriptures, without note or 
comment? ‘This is the fact, and just- 
ly so. ‘This determines nothing in 
respect to personal faith or character, 
nor isit designed tobeco ve a criterion 
of orthedoxy or of sai ctification. And 
if membership in Bilie Societies is 
admitied as a plea for union, in chris- 
tian worship and communion, then to 
be consistent, every infidel in the na- 
tion, who is a member of a. Bible So- 
ciety,Js entitled te christian fellowship 
The absurdity of 
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such doctrine and practice cannot fail 
to be seen. 

3. Whatever tends to produce a 
deficiency of doctrinal knowledge 
among professing christians, at this 
time, in our country, must be consid- 
ered as affording indirect aid to the 
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and faithfulness, on the part of many 
of the watchmen of Zion, is not a 
cause, why the importance of doctri- 
nal knowledge is depreciating in the 


estimation of the religious communi. 


whether the want of apostolic zea! 
| ty, and why such conformity to heter. 


prevalence of sectarianism, and of || odox sentiments and practices is gain. 


course must cherish a disposition for 
this unnatural union. And among the 
causes of this evil, at the present day, 
it is apprehended an important one 
will be found in the particular character 
of many of our religious Newspapers. 
Let it not be conceived, that we would 
undervalue their importance, in the 
civil and religions community. We 
indeed consider them one of the most 
valuable improvements of the present 
age. We would, however, wish to 
see them more evangelical; more de- 
cided in behalf of the faith once de- 
livered to the saints. ‘The principal 
demand, in this country, for some time 
past, has been for news. What is this 
church, this society, this missionary, 
doing? Where are there revivals? 
How much has this or that denomina- 
tion done, in the grand moral achieve- 
ments of the age? ‘The design of 
these religious papers has been to af- 
ford this intelligence, and gratify this 
laudable inquiry. This is well and 
praiseworthy in publishers and in 
readers. But has not this satisfied all 
parties? Have they not stopped at 
reading, and declined thinking and 
investigating? Indeed have we not 
reason to fear, that the mere passing 
occurrences of the day have diverted 
the attention of the religious commu- 
nity from what is written in the live- 
ly oracles of God? Are not the ri- 
sing generation coming forward to sus- 
tain a part in Zion’s cause, if indeed 
they ever sustain any such part, upon 
the strength of mere newspaper read- 
ing, and with the belief, too, that they 
are sufficiently indoctrinated? And 
what feeble resistance may be expec- 
ted, from persons thus instructed, a- 
gainst the sophistry and wiles of sec- 
tarianism ! 

4, May we not pertinently inquire, 


ing ground? The doctrides of the 
cross were not promulgated originally, 
without opposition ; and they have 
/never since been preached fully and 
| faithfully without it ; and it is totally 
| unreasonable to expect, that they ever 
will be inculcated and enforced upon 
the consciences of men, without oppo- 
sition, so long as the “ carnal mind is 
enmity against God, not subject to his 


law, neither indeed can be.” Every 
minister then, may expect, when_ he 
takes the charge of 2 particular church 
and people, that, if he is faithful, and 


preaches as did the prophets, the Sa- 
vior, and his apostles, he will meet 
with opposition, and especially from 
such as are enemies to to the distin- 
guishing doctrines of grace. Thus 
circumstanced, he has a strong temp- 
tatien to relax in his preaching upon 
doctrines, that are offensive to the na- 
tural man, and either to suppress 
them altogether, or to discuss them in 
so loose a manner, and so seldom, as 
not to awaken the suspicions and re- 
sentment of the determined enemies 
of the cross of Christ. And to avoid 
the clamors and strifes of sectaries, 
he may compound with them, and en- 
deavor to satisfy himself with the ar- 
gument, that he will then be in a bet- 
ter sitation to instruct them and win 
them over to the truth, than he would 
be to stand aloof, although he is under 
no particular obligation to instruct 
them, and might know, that similar 
experiments have, in almost every in- 
stance, resulted in giving the advat- 
tage to heterodoxy. And are there 
notmany cases of this description, if 
our country? Many churches and 
societies sitting under the ministra- 
tions of such watchmen, who but sel- 
dom, if ever, hear more than a part 
of the gospel; and that, too, a part. 
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yhich nearly every denomination will || 
spprove, and which even an infidel | 
sould not condemn? ‘These, we ap- i 
prehend, are some of the causes of 
the decline of doctrinal knowledge, 
and of the increase of heteredoxy in 
our land; and however much we may 
licitate ourselves upon the tidings 
we receive from the East and the 
West, the North and the South, (and 
they are glad tidings to every pious 
heart) how much soever we may con- 
emplate ourselves, as rapidly ap- 
proaching that union in the gospel, | 
which will constitute one characteris- 
ic of Millennial day, a very few years 
must awaken us to the reality, that 
yefore this union will take place, a 
creat revolution must be effected in our 
minds, and in our practice, in respect 
to doctrinal knowledge. And until | 
ihis is realized, we may expect that | 
TOTS, delusion and sectarianism will || 
increase and abound. It is highly 
important, then, that the attention of 
the whole religious community should 
be alive to this subject. ‘They must | 
feel the deficiency, determine through | 
divine assistance to effect a reforma- | 
lion, act in concert, and labor oT 


dantly. 

i. Churches must feel the impor- 
tance of employing and supporting 
those ministers, who will preach the 
whole counsel of God, and who, 
while they manifest a christian con- 
cern for all souls, and are willing te 
spend and be spent to bring them to 
the knowledge of the truth, yet will 
never compound with the enemies of 
the cross. 

2. Editors of religious newspapers 
should not decline publishing pieces 
written in defence of the distinguish- 
ing doctines of grace; nor should 
they give a gloss and circulation to 
the doings of heterodox associations, 
which would tend to give them influ- 
ence, although those particular acts | 
were wel], in themselves considered. | 
No evil is so dangerous as when ob- 
scured with semblances of truth and 
sincerity. 


3. Private christians ought to fee! | 


ot 


more the importance of doctrinal 
knowledge, and to apply themselves 
to the study of the scriptures, and 
other helps, on which they may de- 
pend for instruction. 

4. Parents should be faithful and 
diligent in affording doctrinal instruc- 
tion to their children and domestics. 
Youth is the season of life, when the 
human mind is most susceptible of 
lasting impressions. !t should, in that 
period, be stored with the unalterable 
truths of God’s word, which will prove 
a strong defence against future aposta- 
cy,and by the grace of God, will 
bring the soul home to endless glory. 

N.N. 


Ig I = 
For the Utica Christian Repository. ‘ 


He that is first in his own cause seem- 
but his neighbor cometh and 
18. 17. 


I have before me, and have just 
read, Juba’s comment on Lev. 23. 27, 
$2, contained in the Repository for 
January. It is entitled, “a demon- 
stration that the Jews were not te di- 
vide their time from evening to eve- 
ning, or that the evening did not pre- 
cede the day to which it r be ‘longed.””"— 
What follows is written with that air 
of triumph, which might be expected 
from the title. He tells us that ac- 
cording tothe views of “those who con- 
sider Saturday evening the’ com- 
mencement of the Sabbath, we must 
make the command of God in the 27th 
verse inconsistent with his command 
in the 32d, and obedience to both com- 
mands absolutely impessible.” 

After these several demonstrations, 
it will probably appear to Juba like 
stupidity and presumption, to attempt 
to call their reality, or correctness in 
question. I confess, in such a case as 
this,there seems to be an almost insupe- 
rable difficulty at the very outset. But 
I will endeavor to surmount the difficul- 
ly, and risk the imputation to which 
it will. expose me. And I must be 
permitted to say, I cannot feel the 
force of Juba’s demonstration, nor see 
that to observe Saturday evening as a 
part of the Sabbath is inconsistent 


eth just; 
| searcheth him. Prov. 
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with any command of God. His de 
monstration is te me evidently a bare 
assumption. It is taking for granted a 
fundamental argument in his remarks, 
the correctness of which I deny; and 
cali on him for proof. His conclusion 
rests on the position, that the term 
evening is used in scripture only in 
one sense, and wiih reference merely 
to one period of time. 

But let Juba examine all those pas- 
sages where the word evening is used, 
and he must discover the incorrect- 
ness of his premises. And I think he 
must, at the same time, see his demon- 
stration fall to the ground; unless he 
can prove that the term evening, when 
it relates to the weekly Sabbath, or to 
a religious festival or fast, always 
means the same thing, and has refer- 
ence to the same period of time. This 
[ think he cannot do. 

It would be easy to make it appear, 
from numerous passages of scripture, 
that the term evening is used in the 
bible, with reference to different 
hours of the day. But no one will 
dispute it for a moment, who will only 
examine the subject. I shall, there- 
fore, in this place, merely recite one | 
passage; and that relates to the week- | 
ly sabbath. It is Mark xv, 42. “And | 
now, when the even was come,’ ” (be- 
cause it was the preparation, that i is, 
the day before the sabbath.) Here we | 
are told that the even had come; still | 
it was the preparation, and the day | 
before the sabbath. Now, were it not 
that [ have rejected Juba’s demonstra- | 
tion as inconclusive, I would say, this 
passage demonstrates that the word | 
evening, in relation to the beginning or 
approach of the sabbath, refers to dif- | 
ferent hours of the day. And it be- 
longs to Juba to prove, that the term | 
evening in his text from Lev. does not 
refer to an hour in the twenty-four dif- 
ferent still, from that in the pease | 
from Mark I think it does relate to | 
a different period 

But as [ have rejected! Juba’s expla- 
nation of the above passage, it will 
be expected that I should give my 
view of it. I suppose Juba does not | 




























of Holy Time. 


consider that the sabbath here spoke, 
of meansthe weekly sabbath. It wa. 
a solemn day of atonement, which 
God commanded the children of js. 
rael to observe annually, on the tenth 
day of the seventhmonth, And that 
day could but seldom come on the 
seventh, or the first day of the week, 
In thesame chapter,they were directed 
to keep the first day of the seventh 
month, “asabbath, memorial of bloy. 
ing of trumpets, an holy convocation,” 
These are the sabbaths which the apos. 
tle Paul speaks of in Coll. ii, 16, 
which in the 14th verse he calls ordi. 
nances. They were ordinances to be 
observed on particular days of the 
month, let them come on whatever day 
of the week they might. And I do 
not think we can argue conclusively 
from the time of their commencement 
to prove at what hour the weeklj 
sabbath begins ; unless it can be pro 
ved that the term evening, as it is sedi, 
in the bible, always refers to the same 
hour inthe twenty-four. But this evi 
dently cannot be proved. ‘The com 
trary is manifestly true. As it respects 
those ordinances which were to occupy 
but one day, I do not think it is evi. 
dent that the whole twenty-four hours 
were to be devoted tothem. My opin- 
ion is, that they were not. Hence | 
should explain the 32d verse in the 
following manner. From the last of 
the evening of the ninth day, or as 
the morning of the tenth dy begins, 
| till the close of the tenth day, shall ye 
celebrate your sabbath. This expla 
nation is not inconsistent with Num. 
xxvili, 4. “ The one lamb shalt thou 
offer in the morning, and the other 
lamb shalt thou offer ateven.” The 
marginal reading, and probably the 
most literal, is, “between the two 
evenings.” 

Should you please to give this a place 
in the Repository I will endeavor here- 
after to show that the Jews did begin 
their sabbath the evening before the 
day ; ; and that the “ New-England dt 
vision of holy time,” is the bible divi 
sion of it. NEOTERICK. 






























Vudue of the Soul; Liberality; Sad. 














































ee THE VALUE OF THE SOUL. 

& Was in a Sermon preached by the Rev. 
which y, T. C. Henry, before the Synod of 
Of Ise uth-Carolina and Georgia, the object 
tenth; which is’ to plead the claims of the 
C tha merican Aborigines, we meet with the 
ND the lowing paragraph: 

week fm “Look at that misegable horde of suf- 
rectedgmerers: [tis not that they are homeless: 
venthime is Hot that the bread of the day is un- 
blow. to its end: It is not that the 
. ampiserable blanket apologizes for the 
ton." etchedness of the wearer: It is not 
 APowM)..t their woe is for a moment forgotten 
|, 16%; the bratalizing cup of. intoxication: 
3 Ordi-MM is not but I will not enumerate. 

3 tohelMhese things speak to the humane 
of themmlone. But it is not because they all 
er daygesist that we address you now. No: It 
| T dog because of the piercing shriek off the 
sively mnortal soul. “We go down to the 
»ment ee in darkness and terror; a host of | 
"MENErfal doubts shroud our eternity: the i 
veek | ight that cheers the Christian reacies |} 
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spects 
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snot: help or we perish forever!’ I 
wn from this appalling scene to pon- 
ier its meaning. I scrutinize the char- 
ter of an undying spirit: its capacities 
isdestiny. IT examine the price of re- 
emption. I see Heaven impoverished 
naccomplish it. 
n wonder. What is my conclusion? 
rere there but one immortal soul, the 
ireat of the earth might muster their 
orces: kingdoms exhaust their treasures; 
cence and talent plan and devise, for 
is salvation: And when all is done, the 
neans were little, compared to the end. 

‘It is this, brethren,—this infinite gain 


’ 


or as — 
yegins, f good, to which we invite you Thanks 
rall ye be to God, it is practicable to save, not 


me, but with his blessing, hundreds. 
And the sacrifice to accomplish such an 
end, is not that you “sell all”—that you 
ender the offering of the primitive dis- 


expla: 
Num. 
: thou 


otherfiples, in captivity and toil, in ignominy, 
The persecution and death,” 
Y Uell LIBERALITY.—The Synod of 


Philadelphia some time since engaged 
‘0 found a Professorship in the The- 
logical Seminary at Princeton. The 
num requisite for this purpose is $25,000. 
'o make up this amount, contributions 
Were made in the city of Philadelphia to 
the amornt of $13,000, most of which 
Was subscribed in the space of two weeks. 
Nearly $5,000 were furnished in the 
same tine by contributors in Baltimore. 
It is with great pleasure that we record 
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I behold angels wrapt | 


Sch. Questions; Revival at Ceylon. 68 


| some of the munificent donations to this 
laudable fund. 

Solomon Alien, $3000; Silas E. Wier, 
$2060; Alexander Henry, $1600; Wil- 
liam Brown, $1000; Robert Ralston, 
$1000. 

During the past month, a scholarship 
was endowed by Robert Gosman, Esq. 
| of Dutchess co. N. Y. by the donation of 
$2500. The same sum,(as was lately 
mentioned) was bequeathed for a similar 
purpose by Benjamin Smith, Esq. of 
Elizabethtown, N, J. 











Questions on the Historical parts of the New 
Testament : designed for Sabbath Schools 
By Truman ParMere, Superintendent of 
the Utica Union Sabbath School. Utica : 


|| Printed ond Published by Mérrell & Has- 
| tings, 1824. pp. 150 18mo. 


We are highly pleased with the de- 
sign of this book, and believe it well cal- 
| culated to attract the attention and en- 
| ist the interest of the pupil, and thus 

tend to promote his religious instruction. 
The author has not in most cases given 
answers to his questions; but he has pre- 
fixed to each question, the verse on 
which it is founded, and in which will 
be found most generally the answer.— 
It contains in a small compass upwards 
of four thousand questions predicated on 
the four Gospels and the Acts of the A- 
postles. We hope it will meet the ap- 
probation and patronage of Sabbath 
School Teachers generally; for we be- 
| lieve it will greatly facilitate the prog- 
ress of the scholar in a knowledge of the 
scriptures: indeed we think it well wor- 
thy the attention of those parents who 
seek to ‘‘train up” their children ‘‘in 
the way they should go.” These ques- 
tions referring the learner directly to the 
Bible for an answer, are likely to beget 
a relish for the most important of all stu- 
dies, and make the acquisition of bibli- 
cal knowledge pleasing to the youthful 
| mind. In some instances the questions 
may not be judiciously stated, but we 
do not feet disposed to cavil at minor de- 
fects, where we find so much to admire 
Chr. Mirror, 














REVIVAL AT THE CEYLON STATIONS. 


We are credibly informed, that a lette: 
has been received in this city from the Rev. 
Miron Winslow, missionary at Ceylon, 
stating that a work of the spirit of God has. 
commenced atthe six missionary stations 
in Ceyloa, principally in the schools there 








O4 


established, and that about eighty persons 
are believed to have become the subjects 
af regenerating grace. From this highly 
interesting intelligence, we may receive 
additional encouragement that God is de- 
termined to display, in a signal manner, 
his holy approbation of missionary exer- 
tion. Infidels, and merely nominal chris- 1 
tians, have long been asking, with their || 
cyes closed against all evideuce, Where is ; 
the proof of the beneficial tendency of 
raissions ?—We have given such testimony | 
or their utility as was in our powcr, and 
have observed that duty was ours, and 
success to our labors in the hands of God; 
he has commanded us to plant, and water, | 
and to wait on him for the blessing and | 
the increase. We have waited, believing | 
that he was a faithful God, and that his | 
command was notin vain..—And now to! 
} 


those, who siill continue in unbelief, we 
yn) 


' 
' 
' 
say, “‘ Behold, ye despisers, and wonder !”’ || 
we will not say, “‘ and perish ;” but God | 
grant that ye may now believe, and give 


Chris. Watchman. 


| 
| 


glory to his name. 





THE following noticc, extracted from the | 
“Ceylon Gazette,” would seem to indicate, | 
that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
the missionary stations of the Board in | 
Ceylon, of which some acccunt was given 


in our last number, had excited considera- 
ble attention in that island.— Js. Her. 


| 
| 
| 

‘sThe statement lately published in 
your paper, coming from most respect- 
able authority, respecting certain reli- 
rious occurrences said to have taken 
place in the district of Jaffna, has been 
much talked of, 

‘“‘The fact is shortly this. The mis- 
sionaries aver that after laboring, a- 
mong the natives fur many years with 
little effect, they have at length, within 
these few weeks, had the happiness of 
seeing a considerable number of them, 
suddenly as it were, brought to a sense 
of their dauger as sinners, and earnestly 
seeking salvation from our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 





, ORDINATION. 

Ordained at Sangerfield, Jan. 20th, as 
Pastor of the Congregational Church, 
Rev. Joan D. Peirce. Introductory 
prayer by Rev. Benjamin 1. Lane, of 
Augusta. Sermon by Rev. William R. 
Weeks, of Paris, from ii. Cor. 4, 2, 
*‘Nor handing the werd af God deceitful- 


Ordinations, &¢.— Donations. 










ly;”? consecrating prayer, and address ig 
the people, by Rev. Ralph Robinsok, "i 
Hanover; charge to the Pastor by Rey 
Publius V. Bogue, of Union, Moder 
of the Council; right hand of fellowshj 
by Rev. Alpha Miller, of Bridgewater, 
concluding prayer by Rev.Professor Mon: 
teith, of Hamilton College. 

Dec. 1, 1824, Rev. Cantos Wiicox, 
was installed over"the new Congre 
tional Church in Hartford, Conn. Sep, 
mon by Dr. Spring, of New-York. : 


CASH DONATIONS TO THE WESTERN EDucy 
TION SOCIETY IN JANUARY, 1825. 

Contribution by the first Utica 
Presbyterian Society, pursuant to 
recommendation of Presbytery, $348} 

Do. by Church and Society in | 
Vernon Centre, 

Do. by the 2d Utica Presbyterian 
Society, 

Do. by the Presbyterian Society 
in ‘frenton, 

Do. by a friend to the Soc.(Utica) 

One half of the net proceeds of 
the Repository for the year 1824 


@ 49 


4,00 


2,10 
50 


*50,00 


$101,27| 
JOHN BRADISH, Treas. 


*This sum was .cknowledged in our last. 


Utica Missionary Depository, | 
Received for the A. B. C. F. M. from the 


26th Dec. to the 26th Jan. 1825. 


Hanover, Mr. David Barton, a donation, by 
Rey. Mr. Robinson, 

aha Mou. con.and Sab. sch. by Rev. Mr. 

oy, 

Hamilton, by Mr. Willard Welton, the availsof — - 
sacre of missionary corn ground, 12 

Livonia, from chil.in Sab. sch. for educating —__ 
hea. chil. by Rev. Warren Day, 8 8 

Champion, Mon.con. by Mr. A. Lathrop, Treas. 3 0 

Utica, Mon. con. 7,53; a donation by Mr. An- 
drew Merrell, 5; anew year’s gift to the 
Ceylon mission, by Frances J. Bradish, 1; 
do. by Cornelia Bradish, 1; (two children) 14 # 

Mexico, avails of a missionary field trom the 
Char. soc. 

Leyden, frum the Fem. eent soe. for the Pales- 
tine miss. by Miss Almira Fish, Treas. 

Also a box of clothing not estimated. 

Madison village, Mon. con. by Mr. Calvin 
Whitcomb, 

Augusta, from the For. miss, soc. by Mr. H. L. 
Hawley, Treas. 3,00; from Fem. for. miss. 
soc. by Mrs. Melissa Morse, Tr, 22,25; 

Orville, Mon, con. 

Clinton, A new year’s thank offering, by Mrs, 
F. Taylor, 50; a dona. by a fem. friend of 
missions, for the Sand. Isl. miss, 30; 

Adams, (2d Soe.) From the Fem. ior. miss. soe. 
by Rev. Abel L. Crandall, 

Trenton, A dona. by Dea. L. Younglove, 1 

Westmoreland, Mon. con. by Rev. James Eells, 10 


—_— 
Amount in money, $217 


ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent. 
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